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               Welcome to our 
summer edition 
newsletter - and 
what better way 
to relax for a few 
minutes than 
to read through 
our newsletter 
on one of these 
warm evenings. 

Goodness knows our readers deserve a 
break now and then, and the weather has 
been pleasant enough to sit outside for a 
change.

We had the opportunity this past June 
to present some very exciting news to 
Mayor Lois Jackson and the Delta Council 
members. With tremendous support from 
the community, from local businesses, 
from our first annual Reach for the 
Stars event, and from the generous 
contributions from the  Delta Agricultural 
Society, Port Metro Vancouver, Westshore 
Terminals. Fraser Surrey Docks and 
CAPTIN Toyota we have managed to 
pass the one million dollar mark in our 
Building for Children Together campaign. 
That means we are officially more than 
one quarter of the way to raising the four 
million dollars that we need to make our 
new building in Ladner a reality. In these 

still somewhat unsure economic times, 
this is no mean feat. Congratulations to 
Barbara and the Reach Foundation for 
achieving this very significant milestone.

Please mark your calendars for the Reach 
Annual General Meeting on October 
19th – “Planting the Seeds that Nurture 
Relationships”. We have chosen a new 
location, the Surrey Nature Park, for this 
AGM. This is a free, family friendly, transit 
friendly and eco friendly event, with a bit 
of education and even some goodies for 
the kids! We are very pleased to have a 
presentation by Dr. Kimberly Schonert-
Reichi on the importance of social and 
emotional health across the age spans. 
Child minding is available by registering 
in advance. We would sure like to see our 
members and families attend. This is your 
opportunity to contribute to the services 
that Reach provides to the community, 
don’t miss it!

On behalf of the Reach Society Board of 
Directors,

Rob vanSpronssen

President

 Like, follow, look and watch . There are lots of ways to connect to Reach . 
Visit us at www.reachdevelopment.org to link to all of our social media. 
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Upcoming at Reach 

From the Reach library
by Pam Collins, Reach Library Coordinator 

The warm summer months open up many new community experiences for our children.  There are several ways we 
can ensure that our special different thinkers are successful and can enjoy these new adventures.

One of my favorite resources is still Out and About: Preparing Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders to Participate 
in Their Communities by Jill Hudson and Amy Bixler Coffin.  It provides a simple step-by-step guide for breaking down 
a variety of outings from birthday parties to family gatherings to outings to the mall and theatres.  There are sample 
stories for each experience as well as sample visual supports. In addition, the authors share strategies for children of 
all ages and abilities.

One of my other favorites has just been revised and expanded: The Hidden Curriculum for Understanding Unstated 
Rules in Social Situations for Adolescents and Young Adults by Brenda Smith Myles, Melissa Trautman and Ronda 
Schelvan.  Many of our different thinkers have challenges with social intuition or the social rules that some children 
just seem to pick up without ever being taught.  The authors have given us a treasure chest filled with hidden curricu-
lum items that occur in airplane trips, bathrooms, swimming pools, vacations and much more. There is even a chapter 
on texting/cell phones/email.  By applying the strategies offered in this resource you will be able to teach your child 
about many of the hidden social rules so they can be socially successful in their community experiences.   There is 
even an app for the iPad called Hidden Curriculum on the Go by AAPC.  This app is getting rave reviews not just by 
parents of children both on and off the spectrum, but also by people new to our country. 

 For more information about the Reach library call 604-946-6622 ext. 359 or email Pam Collins at pamc@reachdevelopment.org

Reach Child and Youth Development Society Board of Directors cordially invite all parents, children and youth, staff  and community friends 
to our 

54th Annual General Meeting:

PLANTING THE SEEDS THAT NURTURE RELATIONSHIPS
With a presentation by Dr. Kimberly Schonert-Reichl on the importance of social & emotional health across the age spans.

Saturday October 19th, 2013, 10 to 2pm at The Surrey Nature Centre 14225 Green Timbers Way, 
Surrey, BC (see our website for link to map)

Children & youth take home an Earthwise Garden goody bag courtesy of the Rotary Gourmet Club.

9:30 – 10:30am :  Registration / child-minding check-in/ 
                                 coffee/tea/muffins & bananas.
10:30 – 2:00pm :  Child and youth minding with nature- 
   inspired crafts and activities in the Forest  
   Room and patio, and outdoor urban 
   forest (rain or shine, dress accordingly.) 
Child and youth activities sponsored by CAPTIN Toyota.
10:30 – 12:00        Presentation for parents & professionals  
   in the Sky Room with 
   Dr. Kimberly Schonert-  Reichl. 
12:00 – 1:00           Lunch (provided)
1:00 – 2:00    Reach AGM: Presentation by Reach  
   Executive Director, President and Trea 
   surer, and election of leadership of Reach  
   Society Board of Directors.

This event is FREE!!
Register early! Spaces are limited!

Call 604-946-6622 ext. 0
Registration ends October 4th 



more about their brother or sister’s disability. Children get the 
opportunity to discuss common joys and concerns with other 
siblings, learn about how others handle commonly experienced 
situations, and learn more about disabilities and about all of the 
kinds of supports 
that people 
with disabilities 
require. The 
outcome of the 
Sibshops program 
is to contribute to 
the strengthening 
of overall family 
wellness.

Reach programs continually 
look at positive ways to 
support the needs of the 
whole family. 

One of the ways in 
which Reach’s Positive 
Connections Program 
does this is through 
the Sibshops camp for 

brothers and sisters of children with special needs.

This July, Sibshops took place at Reach’s Play and Learn 
Centre in North Delta. Staffed by trained, experienced 
facilitators, the Sibshops camp offered siblings a place to 
connect with other siblings, have lots of fun, and learn 

Summer fun at Sibshops

Happy retirement Shehnaz 
Last month we wished a happy retirement but a sad goodbye to 
Reach IDP consultant Shehnaz Nadir-Ali.  Shehnaz had been with 
Reach since 1995, and has been an incredible assett to the Infant 
Development Program, as well as to the children and families 
that she has served over the years. In her good bye speech 

Shehnaz said “I am blessed to have 
worked with the families and children 
from whom I have learned immensely. 
They taught me how to live and hope 
and appreciate all that life gives.” 
Shehnaz will be missed by all, but we 
wish her health and happiness as she 
enters this new time in her life with 
family, friends and new adventures. 
Good luck and best wishes Shehnaz! 

the quality of work. This years topic explored how Reach is 
building positive and effective ways to respect and respond 
to diversity in service delivery. Event  speaker was Gyda 
Chudd, an Early Childhood Educator with a 40 year history 
and commitment to the early childhood sector. Gyda served 
as Program Coordinator of the Early Childhood Education 
Program at Vancouver Community College and later as Dean 
of Continuing Studies at VCC.

Reach currenty offers brochures, Program Handbooks and 
other materials in other languages including Mandarin, 
Punjabi and French, interpretors where needed for families, 
and provides a multi-language function on our website. 

Outcomes of Reach’s Professional Development Day are built 
into Reach’s strategic business plan helping to ensure best 
practises in diversity.  

On May 11th, 
2013 Reach 
staff, Board and 
volunteers got 
together for 
Reach’s annual 
Professional 
Development 
1/2 Day with this 
years theme of 
Respecting and 

Responding to Diversity. Reach’s Annual Professional Development Day 
is a day where Reach staff is provided with key note speakers from the 
community to share knowledge on a variety of topics related to our 
work with children and families, strengthening skills and increasing 

Professional development day: Respecting and Responding to Diversity   

Join the Reach Events Committee!
We are welcoming individuals who like to take dreams and ideas and shape them into fabulous events,  who enjoy creating a buzz& who like to engage great people in their community! 

Seeking volunteers for our Fundraising Events Committee or one of our 3 events: aReach for the Stars, our premier gala dinner in Ladner, March 2014 aRockin’ for Reach, a benefit concert and dance in Tsawwassen, June 2014 aMcHappy Day at McDonald’s restaurants in Ladner and Tsawwassen. May 2014 We would love to tell you more! Contact Joni at 604-946-6622 ext.372 or at joniw@reachdevelopment.orgThank you!!!  



New Reach children’s thrift store coming in  October 
Monday, October 
7th marks the 
date for the grand 
opening of FINDS, 
Reach’s new 
children’s thrift 
store, run by 
volunteers to help 

raise funds to support Reach programs. 

The store will be open Mondays 
beginning October 7th, from 9:00 a.m. 
to 11:30 a.m. It will be closed holiday 
Mondays, including Thanksgiving, and 
program closure days. FINDS will be 
located at Reach’s main centre at #3, 

Having a child with additional needs can 
be stressful, but there is help available. 
Reach’s Parent Support Group will be 
returning in September. This is a free drop-
in group for parents or caregivers who are 
looking for opportunities to  talk about the 
stress of living with a child with additional 
needs, and ways in which to cope, survive 
and thrive. The group is facilitated by 
Reach IDP Consultant Yvonne McKenna. 
Yvonne is a Canadian Certified Counsellor 
certified with the Canadian Association 
of Counselling and Psychotherapy, and 
Canadian Association for Child and Play 

Monthly parent support group helps with parental stress

Family satisfaction survey 2013 results 
Thank you to everyone who took the time 
to complete Reach’s annual satisfaction 
survey for 2013. It is essential that we 
have your input to ensure that the 
programs and services we are delivering 
are of the highest quality for children and 
families. All results are carefully analyzed 
to see where we are doing well and where 
improvements can be made. 

To the right is a partial summary of the 
survey results. If you would like the full 
report, simply contact us at 604-946-6622 
ext 0 and we will send you a copy, or drop 
by Reach and pick one up. You can also go 

3800 72nd Street, Ladner across from the 
main Reach office.

FINDS will be offering great prices on clean, 
quality items for children 12 years and 
under including
mChildren’s clothing and shoes
mChildren’s bedding
mBooks, toys and DVDs
mChildren’s games, including functioning 
electronic games
FINDS will also sell maternity wear.
Cash only, sorry no credit cards or debit 
cards at this time.
FINDS volunteers are asking families 
and friends to please begin to set aside 

childrens items like the ones listed, 
as well as maternity wear to donate. 
Donations will be accepted starting 
in September on Monday through 
Friday 9:00 am to 4:00 pm at the Reach 
Ladner location. Due to lack of space 
FINDS will not be accepting furniture at 
this time. 

Proceeds from FINDS will go towards 
Reach programs. Follow our media 
frequently for timely updates:
www.reachdevelopment.org 
www.facebook.com/reachsocietybc
www.twitter.com/ReachSocietyBC  
 

Therapy, and has her Early Childhood 
Development Certificate and a Masters of 
Counselling degree. 

The group takes place at the Reach Play & 
Learn Centre, 11425 84th Avenue North 
Delta on the 2nd Tuesday of every month 
from 6:30pm-8:30pm

This is drop-in program, so registration is 
not neccessary, but if you would like to 
know more, or meet with the counselor 
before attending, please contact Yvonne 
at 604.946.6622 ext. 347 or  yvonnem@
reachdevelopment.org 

online to Reach website at 
www.reachdevelopment.org 
to the About Us page and 
download a copy for yourself.
The survey information is being 
used by Reach staff in planning 
outcome goals for the coming year. 
If you have any questions or 
comments about the report, or 
would like to give us further input, 
feel free to contact Lisa Woudzia, 
Associate Executive Director at 946-
6622, ext.342, email 
lisaw@reachdevelopment.org 
or your Reach contact staff person.

 I am satisfied with the 
service my family is 

receiving.

The program meets the 
needs of our family.

The program staff are well 
qualified to deliver the service. 



Lucas’s positive connections with autism 

Many parents have 
experienced the difficulties 
of telling their child with 
autism about  the diagnosis. 
It is a very complex topic to 
explain, and needs to take 
the child’s learning and 
communication styles into 
consideration. 

Lucas is a child with autism. 
His family joined the Reach 
Positive Connections (PC) 
Program for support, and 
decided that one of thier 
priorities for Lucas was 
sharing his diagnosis with 
him. With guidance and 

support from their Positive Connections Consultant Heather, 
Lucas’s mother approached the topic through reading 
children’s books about austim with Lucas, discussing ways 
in which the brain worked differently, and talking about the 
strengths and challenges of having an autism diagnosis. 

They also provided Lucas’s classroom with a speaker, 
Pam Collins, who helped ‘demystify’ autism for the other 
students. This process helped promote further inclusion and 
acceptance in the classroom by helping the other students 
gain a greater understanding of the symptoms of autism, 
showcasing Lucas’s strengths, and exploring how everyone is 
different in different ways.  

The PC Program continued with regular visits to the Lucas’s 
home strengthening understandning and supporting any 
obstacles that came forward. On one of the visits, Lucas 
showed his PC Consultant a picture of a map he did of a 
planet he created. Remarkably, one of the streets on Lucas’s 

planet was named 
“Autism street.” His 
mother said that was 
because autism was 
no longer a scary word 
for Lucas. It was a title 
he wore with pride and 
included in his everyday 
vocabulary. 

After service ended 
Lucas’s mother sent 
the following email 
thanking the Reach 
Positive Connections 
Program for their 
support:

“I would like to take this opportunity to express my sincere 
appreciation to Reach and to all the professionals who ever 
helped or are still helping with my family. Special thanks to my 
behaviour consultant Ms. Heather Anderson Pickell, experienced 
instructor Ms. Pam Collins, and the Community Connections 
program instructor Ms. Jennifer Martin. During the period we 
were in the program they have provided so much valuable 
suggestions and help to me and my son Lucas.  I felt I am not 
alone with their help, although I understand it does take time to 
improve the quality of life, especially the life of the family with 
special needs.”                

The Reach Positive Connections program provides service to 
families in Delta Surrey, White Rock and Langley with children 
or youth with special needs. It is a free, family-centered 
program designed to provide families with short term service. 
The program has 4 key areas of support:  
  
1: Parent Education Classes: Classes focus on parenting skills, 
managing challenging behaviours, teaching life and social skills 
and other topics related to best supporting the development of 
children with developmental disabilities.

2: In home Behaviour Consultation: Parents meet with an 
experienced Behaviour Consultant in their home to jointly 
develop a plan to address areas of need or priority.

3: Community Connections: One Saturday per month, 
children in the program get together as a group in their own 
community. The group  provides opportunities for children to 
connect, develop friendships and learn together what their 
own community has to offer. 

4: Sibling Support Group: This component addresses the whole 
family’s needs by providing support to siblings of children with 
special needs.  It is a workshop based on the “Sibshops” model 
that supports and educates, while providing a forum for siblings 
to meet and share experiences. (see pg 3 of this newsletter for 
more on Sibshops.)

Positive Connections takes a positive perspective and begins 
with the strengths of the child and the family. The PC approach 
is guided by the values of inclusion and respect. The role of PC  is 
to partner with families, rather than to give advice, recognizing 
that families will know their child best , and that combining 
familys knowledge of their child and Reach’s knowledge of the 
science of behaviour will result in effective and meaningful 
plans and strategies.  

For more information about the Positive Connections Program 
visit http://reachdevelopment.org/positive-connections.html 
contact the Program Coordinator at 604-946-6622 ext. 302 or 
at  camillen@reachdevelopment.org , or contact your MCFD 
CYSN Social Worker for further information. 

Lucas's planet with “Autism Street”

Lucas and his Positive Connections 
Consultant Heather



Date time & location Name of event and description To register....

August 19 - 30 , 2013 
(Monday-Friday) From 
9:30 AM to 11:30 AM.
Pivot Point Family Growth 
Centre Head Office #24-
15515 24th Avenue 
Surrey, BC

Kindergarten Readiness Group for children with autism. 
This 2 week program is designed to support children with Autism 
Spectrum Disorder transitioning into Kindergarten in September. 
Students will be supported by one instructor per three children.
 Goals:  Following a structured routine; Lining up; Calendar skills;
 Circle; Story time; Centres (i.e.: printing, cutting, letter I.D., sorting, 
rhyming, 3 step art; Gross motor; Turn taking activities. 
 NOTE: class limited to 8 participants -- register early.

To register email or call  
events@pivotpoint.ca 
 (604) 531-4544
 

August 25th, 2013 
from 10am – 4pm
Aldor Acres Family Farm 
24990 – 84th. Avenue, 
Langley, B.C

Special Needs Day at Aldor Acres Family Farm.
Welcoming all families with special needs members onto the farm for 
a day of fun with family and the animals. Take a hayride and visit with 
all of the different animals. Admission is by donation only with all 
proceeds going to the Special Olympics of BC.

No registration neccessary . For more 
info call (604) 888-0788
Visit the website at 
http://aldoracresfamilyfarm.ca/aldor/
special-events/special-needs-day/ 

October 15-16, 2013
Registration begins at 
8:30AM Workshop: 
9:00AM-4:00PM
Location: Vancouver TBD

Self-Injury Behaviour in Youth - Issues & Strategies (2 days)
This workshop will begin with a general overview to assist 
participants in understanding the experience and motivations of 
adolescents who intentionally injure themselves. The content will 
then focus on practical strategies for working with youth struggling 
with this complex issue. Participants will leave this workshop 
with increased insight regarding self-injury behaviour in youth 
and direction for effective interventions. FEES: Early Registration: 
$320+GST;  Regular Registration: $355+GST; Early Deadline Sept 24

To register visit http://www.
ctrinstitute.com/pwselfinjury.html
 
For more information:
info@ctrinstitute.com | (204) 452-
9199

Wednesday October 16 
6:00 PM to 9:00 PM 
Peace Portal Alliance 
Church, 
15128 27B Avenue 
Surrey, BC 

Teen Transition Planning: Parent Orientation
The goals of Parent Orientation are to:
• Introduce philosophy of Person Centred Planning and the PATH 
planning tool; • Identify the steps to Transition Planning; • Identify 
the roles and responsibilities of team members; • Learn about how 
to use the Teen Transition Planning Guide (Binder provided with the 
class); • Acknowledge some of the emotional barriers and struggles 
parents face; and • Provide parents with an opportunity to link with 
other parents. Cost: $60 per person or $75 per couple (one binder).

To register email or call  
events@pivotpoint.ca 
 (604) 531-4544

Thursday October 24, 
4pm-7pm
Friday October 25, 
9am – 3pm

Killarney Secondary 
School, 6454 Killarney St. 
Vancouver, BC

Speaking of Kids 2013 Conference hosted by the Learning Disabilities 
Association of Metro Vancouver. With Learning Disability education 
experts Dr. Linda Siegel, Dr. Avis Glaze and Liz Barett from JUMP 
MATH . This two day workshop will provide the latest in research, 
tools and strategies to address unique learning styles and learning 
challenges in schools. Dr. Linda Siegel will share her most recent 
research in strategies for early intervention and remediation of 
learning challenges. Dr. Avis Glaze will provide inspiration from 
around the globe on her work to realize equitable learning outcomes 
for all students; and Liz Barett of JUMP Math will provide a hands-on 
introduction to the program helping teachers around B.C. Regular 
Rate (as of August 1, 2013) - $105.00 
COST: October 24th Only – $40 •October 25th Only – $65

To register visit 
https://event-wizard.com/
SOK2013/0/welcome/
or  Contact LDAV at info@ldav.ca 

Mark your calendars
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You will receive a charitable tax receipt for the full 
amount of your donation

Your personal information will not be shared with other organizations

The “Building for Children Together” $4 million
capital campaign reaches $1 million 

Reach President Rob vanSpronssen (left), 
Foundation Chair Barbara Wallick and 
Executive Director Renie D’Aquila (right) stand 
at the current Kinsmen House  at 5050 47th 
avenue in Ladner which opened in 1974. This 
will be the future site of Reach Child and 
Youth Development Society’s new $4 million 
20,000-square-foot centre for children and 
youth with special needs. 

Reach is very proud to announce that as of 
March 2013 the Building for Children Together 
capital building campaign has raised $1million, 

a quarter of the $4 million goal to build the new centre. 

“We received a lot of community support ,” Reach Foundation Chair 
Barbara Wallick said. “I’m really excited that we reached $1 million. 
This is the result of recent funding commitments from the port-related 
companies including Westshore Terminals, Fraser Surrey Docks and the 
proceeds from Port Metro Vancouver’s gala. We also can not forget 
our generous community service clubs The Rotary Club of Ladner, The 
Tsawwassen Boundary Bay Lions Club, The TOOBS, our project partners 
The Kinsmen Club of Ladner Tsawwassen and the Delta Agricultural 
Society.”

Some of our milestones of the capital project include:

Events: Approxiantely $75,000 was rasied through the Rockin for Reach 
dance, McHappy Day proceeds and through our first Reach for the Stars 
gala event which rasied close to $50,000 alone. In addition to these, 
there were individuals and businesses that hosted their own charity 
events benefitting the building campaign.

Donations: To date we have received approximately 1,200 donations 
towards the capital campaign from service groups, businesses and 
individuals in the community. Out of that 1,200, nine hundred 
donations came from individuals. That is a tremendous amount of 
caring people! 

Partnerships: Our donors are involved: they want to know more, take 
part and do everything they can with the goal of helping children with 
special needs in the community. Our donors have not only given funds, 
but have sponsored events, volunteered, donated auction and raffle 
prizes, bestowed fundraising event proceeds, provided professional 
advice, and all played a part in helping us reach the $1 million mark. 

Thank you to all of the donors who have contributed to the campaign. 
We could not have reached this significant milestone without you!  

For more information about the campiagn or to see a list of donors 
go to https://reachdevelopment.org/campaign/ 

Fundraising news

To make a donation or find ways you can help 
call 604-946-6622 or email 

info@reachdevelopment.org 

In May, 2013, Reach’s “Building for Children Together” capital 
campaign received a cheque for $10,000 from CAPTIN Toyota 
presented by Mark Vallee VP of CAPTIN Toyota (middle left), and 
Ray Tanguay, President of CAPTIN Toyota.  

The “Building for Children Together” capital campaign has 
benefitted from donations from many local businesses and 
service clubs including a $100,000 donation from Westshore 
Terminals (above, with Dennis Horgan VP and Lisa Hefford, 
centre Executive Assistant for Westshore Terminals) and a 
$250,000 donation from Delta Agricultural Society (below, with 
Peter Guichon, President of Delta Agricultural Society)


