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Our child and youth programming depends on  
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Message from the President    

is published quarterly and is  
distributed free of charge to the 
membership of Reach Child and 

Youth Development Society.

If you would like to sub-
scribe or unsubscribe call                          

604-946-6622 ext. 0  or email 
info@reachdevelopment.org and 
write “newsletter” as subject line.  

Submissions are welcome.  
Children’s writing or artwork is   
welcome.  Please include your    
contact information with your 

submission.  

Submissions can be emailed to 
alisonm@reachchild.org with 

“newsletter” in the subject line, 
faxed to 604-946-6622 (please 
do not fax artwork), mailed or 

dropped off at the front desk.  For 
more information about the “in-
side reach” newsletter please call 

604-946-6622 ext.337.

#3 - 3800 72nd Street  
Delta B.C. V4L 1G9

604-946-6622  Fax: 604-946-6223
info@reachchild.org

www.reachdevelopment.org 

Reach Play and Learn Centre
11415 84th Avenue  

North Delta, BC  V4C 2L9 
604-501-1502 Fax: 604-501-1359

Following our AGM 
on October 16, I 
assumed the position 
of President of Reach 
Child and Youth 
Development Society’s 
Board of Directors – 
such an honour for 
me.  

While we said good-bye and thank you 
to retiring Society Board President Rob 
vanSpronssen and Vice President, Leslie 
Senft,  we are welcoming two new members 
to the Society Board:  Lynn Haley and 
Guillermo Bustos.  We look forward to getting 
to know Lynn and Guillermo and working 
with them to help guide Reach’s dedicated 
staff to continually improve the services 
Reach provides.  

These are very exciting times at Reach. 
Our Reach Child and Youth Development 
Charitable Foundation’s Board has been 
working tirelessly along side our Executive 
Director, Renie D’Aquila, our Fundraising 
Manager, Marketing Coordinator and 
administration staff, to make our Building 
for Children Together Campaign.  Thanks 
to generous donations from Corporation 
of Delta and with the continued support 
community-minded corporations and 
individuals, Reach will have a new child 
development centre in the heart of Ladner  
in 2017! 

What’s the future holding for our Society 
Board?  
•Planning and monitoring.  
•Working to ensure our staff have what they 
need to deliver the highest quality services 
to the children, youth and families in our 
care.  
•Supporting our administrators and staff as 
they weave our strategic planning goals and 
stated values into their day-to-day work.  
•Maintaining our strong relationships with 
our community partners.  
•Cultivating new opportunities for 
expansion of services.  
•Generally being well prepared for whatever 
comes along. 

Finally, our newly retired President, Rob 
vanSpronseen is an exceptional leader.  He 
has left very big shoes for me to fill.  I have 
had some feelings of trepidation these past 
few weeks.  In reality I know that I can rely 
on my the support of fellow Board members, 
our ED, and Reach’s wonderful staff to 
soundly inform and advise as we move 
forward together.

 I welcome input and feedback from families 
as we  move forward together to ensure that 
all children have the opportunity to meet 
their potential.

On behalf of the Reach Society Board of 
Directors, 
Donna Burke
President

 Like, follow, look and watch . There are lots of ways to connect to Reach . 
Visit us at www.reachdevelopment.org to link to all of our social media. 

2015/2016 Board of Directors
Reach Child and Youth Development Society : 
Donna Burke, President; Tom Siba, Treasurer; Marcia McCafferty, Director; Phyllis With,  
Director; Karen Ostrom, Director; Lynn Haley, Director; Guillermo Bustos, Director

Reach Child and Youth Charitable Foundation:
Barbara Wallick , Chair; Tom Siba, Treasurer; Agnes Douglas, Director; Valerie Bartlett,  
Director; Norman Stark, Director; Katherine Bamford, Director; Tanya Corbet, Director;   
Bob Mann, Director; Denis Horgan, Director; Jeff Scott, Director



Reach Child and Youth Society paid homage 
to their volunteer community at the 2015 
AGM. Reach Municipal Liaison Delta 
Councilor Sylvia Bishop acknowledged Reach 
volunteers who serve on the Society and 
Foundation Boards, those who help in Reach 
programs and volunteers who plan and work 
on events and participate in FINDS social 
enterprise. Last year, Reach’s 60 volunteers 
contributed a total of 3659 hours.

Marcia McCafferty and Linda Edwards were 
recognized for their extraordinary volunteer 
service over the years.  Marcia serves on 
the Reach Society Board and the Finance 
Committee as well as managing FINDS thrift 
store.  Linda Edwards is a part of the Events 
Committee as well as being the volunteer 

scheduler at FINDS.  Reach also welcomed 
the newly elected Board of Directors for 
both the Society and its Foundation Bard for 
the coming year.  Two new Society Board 
directors were welcomed to complete this 
year’s Board of seven who will oversee the 
directions of Reach’s programs and services.  
We said goodbye to Leslie Senft.  Her quiet 
determination will be missed!

Barbara Wallick is the returning Chair of 
the Foundation Board, comprised of ten 
members committed to helping Reach raise 
the $1 million remaining in its campaign to 
create a new child development centre in 
Ladner.  Sadly, Joan Hansen retired from the 
Foundation Board at the AGM.  Thank you 
for your service, Joan!

I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
all the wonderful people that I have worked 
with at Reach, the many local businesses and 
individuals that have supported Reach’s goals, 
and of course the Mayor and Councilors of 
Delta – who have been an incredible source of 
support and encouragement for Reach.  

I would also take this opportunity to recognize 
Renie D’Aquila, our Executive Director, for 
the amazing person that she is – we are so 
very lucky to have a person of this caliber as 
our Executive Director.  It truly has been my 
pleasure to have the opportunity to contribute, 
in a small way, to Reach’s achievements over 
these years.  Thank you all very much for your 
trust in myself and our Boards of Directors.  I 
wish the very best for Donna Burke, the new 
Society Chair, as she starts another chapter 
within Reach.

2015 AGM: Thanking Reach Volunteers
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Good bye from Rob: As I look back over 
the years of our involvement with Reach, it 
became obvious that Reach has been a key 
part of my family for nearly twenty years. Both 
my sons, as well as our family as a whole, have 
received a variety of services from Reach during 
that time.  Our first impressions were set with 
the amazing LEAP preschool program and staff.  
About twelve years ago, to my great surprise, 
I was invited to join the Board of Directors.  I 
wasn’t sure what or how I could contribute, but 
with encouragement from my wife I decided to 
explore this opportunity.  Naively I thought that, 
at best, I could contribute in some small way 
to somehow give back for the services we had 
received.  I never anticipated the huge personal 
growth and development gift that I received.  
There is a sign at Reach that sums this up well: 
“I came to teach and stayed to learn”.  

Thank you Rob!! Happily, Rob is continuing  
on in an advisory capacity at Reach!

Sylvia Bishop

Renie D’Aquila, Robyn Lane, Marcia McCafferty, 
Linda Edwards

The Society Board 2015/16 The Foundation  Board 2015/16

Sherry and Rob vanSpronssen

Bob Mann, Barb Wallick, Tom Siba, Jeff Scott, Norman Stark 
Missing: Tanya Corbet, Denis Horgan, Katherine Bamford,  
Val Bartlett, Agnes Douglas

Lyn Haley, Karen Ostrom, Donna Burke, Phyllis With, Marcia McCafferty, 
Renie D’Aquila, ED 



October was 
Community 
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Reach is Inclusive Employer

Reach sees the diversity of individuals and of our communities as a strength.

We believe we have a responsibility to demonstate leadership in diversity issues within 
our communities and more broadly.

We respect and value the diverse life experiences of our clients, communities, staff  
and volunteers.

Creating and maintaining a diverse culture is about recognizing and understanding  
indvidual differences, contributions and needs. 

At Reach, it’s everyone’s responsibility to ensure that respect for indivduals and valuing 
diversity is part of every program.  

SURREY, BC (October 2, 2015) –   The 2nd Annual Innova-
tive Labour Solutions Awards recognized Surrey, Delta and 
White Rock organizations hiring people with disabilities in 
the business and non-profit sectors on Friday night.  Reach 
Society was nominated by Kurtis Reid, who is employed as 
a Playgroup Assistant by the Infant Development Program 
(IDP).  The award was presented to Reach Society by City of 
Surrey, Rotary Club of Surrey, Rotary at Work BC, Milieu Fam-
ily Services, Community Living BC and Work BC Employment 
Services Centres. 

Kurtis is an enthusiastic young man with Down Syndrome.  He 
helps with tasks in the Reach office as well as encouraging 
the children in the IDP to participate in play activities.  “Kurtis 
has been part of Reach since he was an infant” said Sherrie 
Jamieson, Reach Manager of Early Intervention services, “it’s 
fantastic that he can continue on in the Reach family.”

Kurtis with award accompanied by IDP group staff and families 



ing is that even a minute a day will be of 
some benefit to you.  With that in mind, 
there are plenty of applications at hand on 
our electronic devices that we can easily 
access to either engage in guided media-
tions, or other wellness related applica-
tions.  If looking for a guided meditation 
application, try: Stop, Breathe & Think, 
Simply Being, Take a Break, or Calm – 
Mediate, Sleep, Relax.  If looking for some 
calming music applications, try: Nodebeat 
HD, 8 tracks, Songza, Relax Melodies, or 
Music Therapy for Sound Sleep, or Relax M 
Mediation: Sleep Yoga.  Lastly, a great well-
ness application called Mindshift focuses 
on information about anxiety and ways to 
reduce it.

As our lives get busier and busier each 
season, it is important to take even just a 
minute a day to reconnect with ourselves. 
Meditation and mindfulness are becoming 
more and more popular as a mainstream 
practice.  According to a blogger for Scien-
tific American, Tom Ireland, research from 
University of Pittsburgh is showing that 
engaging in mindful meditation alone for a 
period of 8 weeks is resulting in a shrink-
age of the amygdala (responsible for the 
flight or fight response), and increasing the 
thickness of the prefrontal cortex (respon-
sible for attention and decision making). 
While no one source on the internet will 
provide you with a consistent length of 
time that one needs to be mindful for in 
order to see these effects, the general feel-

Jeannette Tremblay
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Health & Safety Report: Mobile Apps...

2015 Staff Goodbyes...

We said goodbye to Cathy Nidoski 
in March this year. Our dynamic 
Communications Director worked for 
Reach between May 2002 and March 
2015. She started as a Behavioural 
Consultant and went on to develop and 
manage drop-in programs called Family 
Resource Programs. 

In 2006, Cathy began her role as 
Communications Coordinator and 
was responsible for overseeing and 
implementing all of Reach’s internal and 
external communications and marketing. 

Cathy is now focusing on her Tiger Tea 
business www.tigertea.ca and also 
acts as a Communications Consultant. 
Thank you for your years of caring and 
commitment to Reach Cathy!

Susie Gall retired this summer. She 
coordinated both Reach preschool North 
and South up to the time she left.  Susie 
joined Reach in 1994.  At that time, 
there was DCDC preschool for children 
with developmental disabilities and LEAP 
preschool for children with autism. 

Susie felt very strongly about making 
a difference for the children in Reach 
preschools.  Her commitment to 
children’s potential was unwavering 
throughout her career. 

Susie and her husband Gary were 
ambassadors for Reach at events: 
whether they were volunteering at the 
Variety telethon or dressing up as Santa 
and Mrs. Claus at Christmas! Wishing 
you a fabulous retirement, Susie!

Most recently, we said goodbye to 
Sue Wieczorek.  Sue’s unflagging 
commitment to Reach was honoured at 
a luncheon in the last week of October. 
Renie and many other staff members 
thanked Sue and wished her well. 

For anyone who has noticed Sue’s 
fabulous jewelry, she is P-T consultant 
for Color by Amber (as is Karen Field). 
This ethical jewelry company is 
environmental and gives back to African 
women: check www.colorbyamber.com

Sue started with Reach as a Delta 
Connex key worker in 2007.  She spent 
some time as our Funding Development 
Manager and most recently before 
retirement was a SCD Consultant and 
Preschool North support worker. 

Hazel Cooksley, Cathy Nidoski Carol Ywan, Susie Gall Sue Wieczorek, Renie D’Aquila



Calendar

Rockin’ for Reach 
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EYC Infant and Toddler playgroup held at Play & Learn/ Early Years Center in NDRC: free group every 
Monday 9:45-11:45. Come and drop in! Contact Denise for more informaton at 778-578-7840 or denises@reachchild.org

Post-Partum Support Group Every 2nd Tuesday from Sept..22-Dec.15. Held at Options 100-6846 King George 
Blvd. FREE.  Must be registered with Healthiest Babies program to attend. Contact Linda King 604-583-1017

Early Learning: Supporting the Transition to Kindergarten Designed for early child-
hood educators and daycare operators, this free informational workshop focuses on supporting children and families through the transition 
to Kindergarten. Register through the Dellta School District: ID 14731. This session is held Nov. 19, 6:30pm at Delta Community College, 
11590 83rd Avenue, North Delta. 

RDSP Information Session Nov. 17, 6-8 pm FREE. Held at Reach Society #3-3800 72nd Street, Ladner. Learn 
about the Registered Disability Retirement Plan: it helps Canadians with disabilities and their families save for the future. Registration is 
mandatory. Please phone Pam at 604-946-6622 or email at pamc@reachchild.org

Children Heart of the Matter Conference Jan. 15 &16, 2016. Held at the Bell Performing Arts 
Centre in Surrey. Suitable for all those who work with young children and families. Register at www.childcareoptions.ca 

YOGA  Moms and Tots together! Held at Play & Learn/ early Years Center in NDRC. By donation on Nov. 16 and Dec. 21. Contact 
Denise for more information at 778-578-7840 or denises@reachchild.org

Parenting your Anxious Child FREE drop-in caregiver group held the last Monday of each month. 6:30 pm at  
206-4840 Delta St., Ladner. Contact Yvonne McKenna for more information 778-554-8050, info@YvonneMcKennaCounselling.com

Social Smart Groups Gr. 2-4 Jan.20-Mar.9 Wednesdays | Gr.5-7 Jan.19-Mar.08 Tuesdays. 6-7:30 for 8 weeks. Learning 
& practicing skills for children with autism and special needs. Contact Monisha 60-946-6622 ext 315 or monishaj@reachchild.org. Cost $600 
* most families use autism funding to cover the cost of the program.

Down Syndrome Support Group 1st Thursday of each month, 6-7:30 pm. Held at alternating locations - 
Nov.5 at 10921 82 Ave, N.Delta and Dec. 3 at 3-3800 72 St., Ladner. FREE. Contact Sarah at 604-946-6622 ext 321 or sarahg@reachchild.org

Album of the Year, and two for Best Improvised Jazz Solo 
(Carte Blanche and Charmed Life) from the album Open  
Invitation. Hasselbach bought together a group of talented 
musicians including Lisa Fennell, Cecile LaRochelle,  
LJ Mountenay  and Olaf DeShield. The Blues Review musicians 
garnered rave reviews from the audience on Saturday night.  

Thank you to Century Group, the presenting sponsor for the 
event, Regional Recycling and other sponsors who  
supported the event.  So many businesses and individuals 
came forward with silent auction donations: we are so grateful 
to our amazing community!

Reach Child and Youth Development Society hosted the 4th  
annual Rockin’ for Reach benefit concert and dance October 
24th! The evening of live music was held at Kin Village Com-
munity Center in Tsawwassen. Reach Fundraising Manager 
Joni Wright was delighted with the $13,000 raised at the event 
through sponsorship, ticket sales and silent auction.  She said, 
“We couldn’t have done it without Gabriel and our fabulous 
team of volunteers and all of those who came out to enjoy the 
best music event in town!”

The evening of very little talking and lots of rockin’ featured 
Gabriel Mark Hasselbach who is up for 3 first round  
Grammy® nominations for Contemporary Instrumental  



Building for Children Together Campaign News
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DELTA, BC (August 6, 2015) – Reach Child and Youth Develop-
ment Society was grateful to recently receive a $25,000 grant 
from the First West Foundation - Envision Financial Community 
Endowment.

DELTA, BC (September 2, 2015) –   Reach Foundation Director Tanya 
Corbet, Executive Director Renie D’Aquila and Fundraising Manager 
Joni Wright were thrilled to receive a $20,000 contribution from 
Matcon Civil Constructors.

DELTA, BC (September 4, 2015) – GCT Canada has invested in the 
future of children with special needs today with a $100,000 cheque 
for Reach’s “Building for Children Together” capital campaign.

SURREY, BC (September 3, 2015) – Fraser Surrey Docks donated 
$50,000 Reach. The strong commitment by FSD’s community out-
reach will support children and youth with special needs and their 
families in Delta, Surrey and Langley.  

DELTA, BC (July 15, 2015) - Delta council announced Monday that it 
had agreed to provide a financial contribution of $1 million for the 
society’s capital campaign to build a 21,600-square-foot support 
centre on 47th Avenue in Ladner. The Corporation of Delta has 
already provided the land, which is valued in excess of $1 million.



#3-3800 72nd Street
Delta, BC  V4K 3N2
www.reachdevelopment.org/campaign/how-you-can-help
You will receive a charitable tax receipt for the full amount of your donation

Holiday News

DONATE NOW

20/20 GIVING for  the Hol idays. . .

Thank you for considering 
making a difference in the 
lives of children, youth and 
families in our community 
this holiday season! 
 

Join 20/20 on line or phone 
our office at 604-946-6622 & 
we’ll get you registered!

Drop in sorters WANTED!
Join us for coffee and social 
sorting at the Reach Office: 
3-3800 72nd St., Ladner 
TUESDAY MORNINGS. 
(perfect for preschool parents:)

Be part of a VISION FOR 
A BETTER FUTURE 
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON. 
Support Reach with  $20 
FOR 20 MONTHS AND 
SEE the BUILDING FOR 
CHILDREN TOGETHER 
CAMPAIGN through to 
completion -  
SUMMER 2017!! 

9 -  
11:30

Fancy dresses they’ve outgrown? 
Like-new toys sitting on the shelf? 
Donate them to FINDS a.s.a.p.! 
Let’s find them a new home for 
the Holidays...

SHOP |  DONATE |  VOLUNTEER

Wanted: Gently - loved children’s items.


