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FOUNDATION CHAIR REPORT 
 
On behalf of the Reach Child and Youth Development Charitable Foundation (REACH Foundation), I am 
proud to once again celebrate the tremendous successes we have achieved together.  
 
As your Foundation Chair it is an honor to be part of this dynamic organization whose strategic and 
forward-thinking vision is helping children and families in our communities meet their full potential. 
 
This year Covid-19 continued to be a factor, cancelling more in-person events. We expanded our virtual 
events and capabilities with great success through the generosity of our donors. I reference our enclosed 
audited statements prepared by Vohora LLP after Cran and Company gave notice to REACH due to their 
capacity issues. 
 
During this fiscal year our fundraising events, donation and grants generated $517,665 which are 
reflected within both the REACH Foundation and Society audited financial statements. 
 
Funds donated to the Foundation also continued to support the counselling and mental health needs of 
children and families, navigation and family support, early intervention therapy provision (speech, 
occupational and physiotherapy), social groups for teens and young adults as well as equipment like 
iPads used for augmentative communication devices. 
 
Please take the time to review our comprehensive list of donors and sponsors for the last fiscal year as 
listed at the end of our annual report. We offer our heartfelt thanks to each and every donor for your 
continued support. As a result of your generosity, the REACH Foundation was able to continue to actively 
raise funds to help support our children and families effectively and safely during uncertain times. 
 
REACH Foundation Board of Directors continued to advance our priorities heading into 2021-2022. The 
Foundation met as needed as one group, eliminating our subcommittee structure. These dedicated 
volunteers actively: 
 

• Developed planned giving presentations and resources. 
• Supported REACH’s online virtual events and the Drive-Thru Tasty Indian Bistro fundraiser.  
• Initiated a new event held in May, the Driver’s Experience Gruppe (DXG), bringing high 

performance cars to Delta. 
• Addressed REACH program equipment needs. 
• Expanded programs and services to families. 
• Initiated donor acknowledgement phone calls. 

 
Donor education around planned giving options was significantly advanced this year. Through planned 
giving, donors can make a legacy gift to REACH to help ensure that opportunities are available to 
children well into the future. Donors’ estates may also benefit from substantial tax savings. Mark 
Schoeffel, a Certified Financial Planner, gave an overview on Charitable Gift Planning as one way of 
reducing estate taxes and helping to improve the quality of life for local children. There are many ways 
to make a charitable gift to Reach Child and Youth Development Charitable Foundation within an estate 
plan, including gifts of securities, life insurance, RRSPs and RRIFs, property and charitable trusts. More 
information can be easily accessed through the www.reachchild.org website. 
 
In the second year of the pandemic, the Foundation’s priorities continued to focus on generating funding 
for items like air filtration systems and personal protective equipment to ensure the safety of children, 
families and staff; equipment and materials to continue virtual services options and continued 
counselling services. We were fortunate to receive a number of grants from BC Aboriginal Child Care 
Society specifically for continued Covid-19 related expenses.  
 

https://dhchfoundation.ca/content/donor-centre/ways-to-give/planned-giving/wills-bequests
https://dhchfoundation.ca/content/donor-centre/ways-to-give/planned-giving/life-insurance
https://dhchfoundation.ca/content/donor-centre/ways-to-give/planned-giving/rrsp-rrif
http://www.reachchild.org/
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The restrictions and economic fallout from the pandemic increase stress for our REACH families and have 
impacted mental health. Envision Financial Ladner’s former Branch Manager Micheal Voros visited us on 
December 15, 2021 with a $24,073 cheque to support mental health services at REACH. The Envision 
Financial Community Endowment granted an additional $20,025 for counseling and $10,000 for Covid-19 
relief. We are so grateful to Envision for their ongoing support and community involvement.  
 
Our events for this fiscal year kicked off in late March-April 2021 with a pendant raffle and 50/50 Draw 
which raised $3,255. Global Diamond Brokers custom created and designed a one-of-a-kind 18 carat 
white gold diamond pendant for us. This delicate pendant with over 40 diamonds spelled the word 
REACH. At REACH this word signifies supporting children with extra needs in reaching their potential. Our 
thanks to Global Diamond Brokers and everyone who took the time to make the raffle a success. 
 
Our amazing Taste of Reach Event in April 2021 was modified to a drive-thru format due to Covid-19 and 
thanks to the generous support from Tasty Indian Bistro and owner Inder Saini, REACH raised $12,600 in 
ticket sales. This event is a highlight in the community, and the delicious meals, drinks, details and 
organizing are almost entirely taken on by our generous hosts at Tasty Indian Bistro. Thank you Inder for 
your continued support, service and generosity to your community and REACH. 
 
We are thrilled to report that the REACH Ungala in October 2021 raised $59,750. From the comfort of 
home guests and donors participated raising $21,160 from generously donated auction items. When the 
in-person gala was postponed due to Covid-19, presenting sponsors Ocean Trailer and Vancouver Fraser 
Port Authority; gold sponsors Beedie Development Group, Westshore Terminals, and Tasty Indian Bistro; 
bronze sponsors Tsawwassen Shuttle, BA Blacktop and Ceres Terminals Canada, all generously converted 
their sponsorships to donations. 
 
Every year, the Giving Tuesday Gift of Speech Campaign raises funds to increase the number of children 
able to receive speech therapy. In December 2021, we beat our “best ever” and raised $32,030. We 
were fortunate to receive substantial donations from Envision Financial, Warner Brothers and Fraser 
Valley RV. Superman & Lois (Warner Brothers) donated $5,000 USD to launch the campaign thanks to a 
referral by the City of Delta. Envision Financial converted their gala sponsorship to a $5,000 donation to 
the Gift of Speech Campaign which was promoted as ‘matching funds’ once we hit $10,000 to encourage 
donations. We want to acknowledge that there were many smaller donations that are just as important 
because together they become big donations. Funds from this campaign continue to finance early 
intervention speech therapy that helps children reach their potential in life and move from a wait list to 
getting help when it really counts. 
 
The REACH for Beauty Art Auction for Autism was successful in adapting to fundraising during a 
pandemic. We hosted our first ever online art auction. With more than 90 local artist donations, it was a 
smashing success. We managed to raise $8,747 in support of children with neurodiversity and have 
decided to make this an annual event. Our deepest appreciation to the talented artists and donors who 
made this possible. 
 
The South Delta Local Hot Chocolate Festival in February 2022 raised $1,286, with proceeds benefiting 
REACH’s Aboriginal Supported Child Development program. Participating vendors included local cafes 
and bakeries who created specialty hot chocolate drinks or chocolate inspired pastries with $1 from 
every specialty item ordered donated to REACH.  
 
As always, sponsorships and grants are a vital source of funds for REACH. We are currently in the fifth 
year of a six-year program sponsorship commitment with Global Container Terminals Canada (GCT). 
REACH receive $32,000 per year ($20,000 for group facilitation and $7,000 for usage of Tsawwassen 
Shuttles). This generous funding supports GCT Teens Social Saturdays Program (TEENSS), a social group 
that enables participants to participate in community leisure activities and facilitates social skill 
development and friendships amongst attendees.  
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FortisBC sponsors our Sibling Group, where the role of brothers and sisters of neurodiverse children is 
celebrated, education is provided, challenges are acknowledged and peer support is facilitated. 
FortisBC’s current three-year commitment provides the $10,000 needed annually to make this program 
available to any REACH siblings. 
 
REACH was very fortunate to receive three grants from the British Columbia Aboriginal Child Care Society 
(BCACCS). These provided a generous in-kind contract for seventeen new high-quality air filtration units 
being used at all our locations, an evaluation of the North Surrey location’s current HVAC system, and 
two new high-sanitation dishwashers. There were also two additional Covid-19 funding grants of $10,000 
and $10,297, to cover Covid-19 related safety supplies and equipment costs. The air purifiers are in 
place and the dishwashers are currently on order. 
 
We would like to acknowledge the financial support of the Province of British Columbia Community 
Gaming Grant for $97,000. The Community Gaming Grants program works together with the City of 
Delta’s annual grant to ensure waitlisted children receive early intervention therapies during the most 
critical time of their development. The Community Gaming Grant also helps to support the operation of 
REACH’s valued integrated specialized preschool programs. 
 
REACH is most appreciative of the City of Delta’s annual grant of $50,274 that enables more children to 
receive early intervention therapies and equips our organization to meet the BC Gaming Commission’s 
requirement for community contribution to the Community Gaming Grant 
 
The Delta Foundation through its valued donor Sandra O’Keeffe provided $8,905 to support REACH’s 
counselling program. The Delta Foundation and Sandra O’Keeffe’s support has been a backbone of 
REACH’s counselling program for over 12 years helping keep families together and equipping children and 
families to better cope with challenging circumstances. Demand for REACH’s counselling services far 
exceeds our capacity and we are forever grateful to the Delta Community Foundation for ensuring more 
families are able to access this vital service.   
 
Premium Fencing donated a secure privacy fence in memory of its valued former employee James 
Fabiszewski. This fence valued at $7,900, has increased the outside play area for REACH Preschool South 
considerably. We have installed a plaque in James’ memory. Thank you, Premium Fencing, for keeping 
the children safe and honoring James with such a worthwhile donation.  
 
Corporate donations were significant this year. Tire Stewardship B.C. generously provided recycled 
rubber surfacing for our preschool playground in North Delta valued at $19,812.  
 
Though the Port Gala did not happen in 2021 the Port Gala Committee continued their amazing support 
and generously donated $10,000 to REACH to help address our strategic priorities.  
 
We are so grateful for our sponsors, supporters and partners. Every donation, no matter how large or 
small, is sincerely appreciated and makes a world of difference to the children and families supported by 
REACH. Each individual who donates is part of a greater picture that helps improve the quality of life for 
children in our communities.  
 
I would like to personally thank REACH’s Events Committee and the countless volunteers who tirelessly 
donate their time and effort. This includes community members, REACH staff and families, local service 
clubs, and business owners whose efforts make delivering our programs possible. Our thanks to Alison 
Martin, our outstanding Marketing and Communications Coordinator, who continues to adapt creatively 
to the changing environment and keep communication flowing. Thank you to our former Fundraising 
Coordinator Kristin Bibbs for her dedicated effort during a challenging time. I wish her the best in her 
new position and want to welcome our new Events and Fundraising Coordinator Tamara Veitch to the 
team.  
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Foundation Board member Somi Benning regretfully has had to leave our Board this year and we are most 
grateful to her for her assistance over the years.  
 
It is with a heavy heart that I report that Honorary Member Tom Siba, who resigned last year after nearly 
a decade as our Treasurer and Foundation Board member, passed away in May. We offer Tom’s wife 
Kathleen and their entire family our deepest condolences. Tom and Kathleen have been long-time 
donors and significant supporters of REACH. We are grateful for all the donations made in Tom’s memory 
at his request. Tom’s legacy at REACH will always remain near and dear to our hearts. 
  
I would like to thank our Treasurer Ryan Thomas, the REACH Finance Department, our Executive Finance 
Committee and our Accounting staff for your flawless oversight of our increasingly complex finances.   
 
Appreciation is extended to REACH’s Executive Director, Renie D’Aquila, and to current and past 
Foundation Board of Directors that have served alongside of me. I look forward to working together with 
our 2022-2023 Foundation Board of Directors this year.  
  
Finally, I would also like to thank our REACH Child and Youth Development Society’s Board of Directors 
who have helped us with all our events.   
  
Our commitment to supporting the children and families of REACH to meet their potential remains 
strong. We are looking for new, creative ways to raise funds and build relationships in the community. As 
people learn more about our purpose and programs, the support grows and we are devoted to expanding 
our network of supporters so that more children can benefit. 
 
In closing, the Foundation remains committed to expanding services available to families, addressing 
program and facility needs and creating a legacy for the future.  
  
Denis Horgan 
Chair, Reach Child and Youth Development Charitable Foundation  
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