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is published quarterly and is distributed
free of charge to the membership of
Reach Child and Youth Development
Society.
If you would like to receive
this newsletter electronically, contact
Reach at
info@reachdevelopment .org
If you would like to subscribe or unsubscribe to the “inside reach” newsletter
call 604-946-6622 ext. 0 or
email info@reachdevelopment.org and
write “newsletter” in the subject line.
Submissions are welcome.
Childrens writing or artwork is welcome.
Please include your contact information
with your submission.
Submissions can be emailed to
cnidoski@reachdevelopment.org
with “newsletter” in the subject line, or
faxed to 604-946-6622 (please do not
fax artwork), mailed or dropped off at
the front desk. For more information
about the “inside reach” newsletter
please call 604-946-6622 ext.337.

Message from the President
Summer arrived
with a bang this
year. It felt like we
went from
November to
August over the
space of a week. By
the time you read
this, the summer
routines (or lack
of) should be in place, last year’s
school year just a distant memory and
September is just a small blip on the
horizon. However, it’s closer than our
kids would like to think!
We have set the date of the Reach
AGM for October 20th, with a theme of
“Tapping Teen Potential”. Please mark
your calendars and try to attend the
AGM, it should be fun and interesting
for the family. The business portion
of the AGM usually takes less than an
hour, leaving time to meet some of the
Reach staff, board members, and other
families. It’s also an excellent time to
provide feedback to Reach on its
programs and services. We are guided
by the needs of our families, so don’t
miss the opportunity to shape the
direction that Reach takes.
The Reach Foundation has also had
a busy year, and has set a date of

February 23, 2013 for the “Reach for
the Stars: An evening of inspiration”
event. This event is one of several
events that are aimed at raising funds
for our new building project, so get a
group of friends and mark your
calendars to attend.
We are also very pleased to
acknowledge the Delta Agricultural
Society, whose donation of $250,000
(really!) will make a significant impact
towards getting our new building in
place.
We are pleased to welcome new
Reach board candidates and
committee members Yolanda Chow,
Janette Guerreiro, Manny Grewall,
Tom Siba, Khya Fellingham and
Janice Cartwright. It’s very
encouraging to see that people in our
community are willing to volunteer
their valuable time to support Reach
in various ways. Thank you.
In closing, I wish everyone a peaceful,
relaxing summer. Spend the time with
your family and friends before the
rush of September closes in.
On behalf of the Reach Board of
Directors,
Rob vanSpronssen, President
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Visit us at www.reachdevelopment.org to link to all of our social media.

Upcoming at Reach
Register for Preschool
Registration for fall 2012 Preschool is on now.
Classes available for 2, 3 and 5 half days a week.
Reach Developmental Preschool in North Delta and
Ladner are inclusive programs, meeting the needs of
children who require extra support and children who
are developing typically.
New this year! Reach Preschool North is
offering afternoon classes!
To register call 604-946-6622 ext. 308 or 309 or email
susieg@reachdevelopment.org
At Reach Preschool you can expect:
• Highly Qualified and Multilingual Teachers
• Multi-Disciplinary Professionals
• Kindergarten Readiness and
Skill Building Activities
• Themed Learning and
Community Awareness
To find out more about our
Preschool programs visit the Reach
website at
www.reachdevelopment.org

We cordially invite all parents, youth, staff,
Reach members, educators & community
service providers to Reach’s

2012 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Tapping

Teen

Potential

Recognition,
dialogue &
discovery with
youth & young adults
from our community.

With a special gift for youth who attend.
Come with your questions for our youth panel.
Free event to all members of Reach.
Lunch included. Pre-registration is required.

Saturday, October 20th, 2012
From 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
at Delta View Centres
932 Burns Drive Delta

Call 604-946-6622 ext.0
or email
info@reachdevelopment.org
to register.

From the Reach Library

by Pam Collins, Library and Workshop Coordinator, Reach Child and Youth Development Society
I was recently at a meeting and had the pleasure of seeing a good friend – a local mom who mentioned
that she and her young son had written a book talking about his older brother who has autism. It is with
great pleasure that I introduce to you their book: “Me and My Big Brother” written by Karlene Reid and
Mason Reid.
This is a delightful book written using the words and thoughts of seven year old Mason about his nine
year old brother Carter. I had a wee giggle when I saw the drawing of Carter in the car holding his two
toothbrushes as it brought back many memories of my own son and of other children I have the honour
of knowing! Mason talks about the many things he and his brother have in common and how much they
enjoy the same activities. Mason also talks about some of the challenges that Carter faces with making
friends, talking and playing. He also shares his sadness about worrying about his big brother. However the final words say it all We’re
not just brothers, we are friends.” This is a wonderful story for younger children to help them understand and gain insight into their
siblings or other children they might know with an Autism Spectrum Disorder.
With the next school year soon approaching I would like to share a fabulous resource about Individual Education
Plans (IEPs). Many of our children who develop and think differently often have an IEP in place to support their
particular learning styles.
“IEP from A to Z” by Diane Twachtman-Cullen and Jennifer Twachtman-Bassett is a comprehensive book that is
both teacher and parent friendly! It offers an easy to follow step-by–step guide to developing thoughtful and intelligent goals and objectives. The book is filled with sample goals, sample plans and many templates from which one
can write a student based/needs based education plan for our exceptional students.
For more information about the Reach library call 604-946-6622 ext. 359 or email Pam Collins at pamc@reachdevelopment.org

Siblings Connect at Reach Summer Sibshops Camp
In July, Reach’s Positive Connections Program offered a
4 day Sibshops camp for brothers and sisters of children
with special needs.
Staffed by trained, experienced facilitators, the Sibshops
camp offered siblings a place to connect with other
siblings, have lots of fun, and learn more about their
brother or sister’s disability.
The Sibshops program was designed by author Don
Meyer, a sibling himself who has developed many other
programs for siblings, including Sibshops. In a fun, lively
recreational setting Sibshops provide children with the
opportunity to discuss common joys and concerns with
other siblings,
learn about how
others handle
commonly experienced situations,
and learn more
about disabilities
and about all of
the kinds of supports that people
with disabilities
require.

Ten children from ages eight to 11
attended the camp and got to talk
about their sibs in a judgementfree way. The yummy watermelon
cookies were a hit, and the camp
ended with a big water balloon
extravaganza!
When asked what the program
was like, all of the participants
exclaimed “Awesome!”

The aim of the
program is to
contribute to the
strengthening of
overall family wellness.

Down Syndrome Support Group Back In October
Reach’s Down Syndrome Family Group had its season
wind-up party on June 7th with a pot-luck of yummy treats
brought by parents. It was a rainy evening, but spirits were
sunny! Parents decided to resume meetings in October
after the start of school, and continue to meet on the first
Thursday of each month. New families with children with
Down syndrome are always welcome. This is the first year
for Reach’s Delta Down Syndrome Family Group.

The goals of the group are:
· To provide guest speakers (Reach therapists, community
professionals and other programs) to discuss common issues
· To provide support and information to families in Delta who
have a child with Down Syndrome
· To help connect parents of children with Down Syndrome
Childminding is provided while parents attend the group, and
light refreshments are provided.
When: First Thursday of each month
Where: Reach Developmental Preschool North Delta,10921 82nd Avenue, Delta, BC
Time: 6:00pm - 7:30pm
Cost: No charge
For more information, or if you would like to attend in the fall,
please contact Sarah Garnham at 604-946-6622 extension 321.

Cultivating Community
Delta Agricultural Society supports capital campaign with largest donation yet
special needs access other public
amenities such as transit. The
Agricultural Society is leading the way
for others interested in children with
special needs, their intellectual and social learning and growth, and their acceptance into the heart of the
community.”

On Monday June 18th the Delta Agricultural
Society donated $250,000 to Reach Child
and Youth Development Society’s Building for Children Together capital campaign.
The donation is the largest to date helping
to bring the total funds raised to just under
$600,000 for the $4 million project.
“We are thrilled, and very grateful for this
generous donation,” said Renie D’Aquila,
Executive Director for Reach. “This is more
than the cultivation of land, but the
cultivation of community. This new building project will make such a big difference
in the lives of vulnerable children and youth
and it wouldn’t happen without leaders like
the Delta Agricultural Society demonstrating
their support.”
Peter Guichon, (pictured above), President
of the Delta Agricultural Society said, “The
Agricultural Society has donated to many
worthwhile projects, and I can’t think of one
that’s more worthwhile than this one. We
are very proud to help kick off this
campaign. Very proud.”
Delta Agricultural Society has had a long
history in Delta and is active in giving to
local projects and community groups. Past
donation recipients have included the Delta
Hospital, McKee House, Delta Farmland and
Wildlife Trust, Delta Museum and Archives,
and the Delta Hospice capital project. The
Society has supported Reach since the beginning with donations, both financial and
in-kind, and by partnering with the preschool
and other programs to provide educational
opportunities for children and youth.
Irene Forcier, (pictured above) Chair of Reach
Foundation, commended the Delta Agricultural Society for its leadership. “By making
this donation they are helping children with

project is a partnership between the
Corporation of Delta, Reach Child and
Youth Development Society and the
Ladner Tsawwassen Kinsmen Club.
The Corporation of Delta has provided
the land, which is valued in excess of
$1 million. Reach, along with their
partners the Kinsmen Club, will raise
the funds to build the new centre.

Studies show that there is a high need
for community based disability-related
Reach welcomes donations, big and
services for children in Delta. Statistics
small from all over the community,
indicate that 15 percent of children
and is planning a fundraising event
have special needs, which translates
in February of 2013. More details to
to approximately 3,800 children in
come.
Delta with developmental
disabilities including Autism, Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD), and
Down Syndrome. According to the BC
Teachers Federation
research department
2010 report, the
number of students in
the autism spectrum
has doubled in the
past five years. Programs and services
available through
Reach Society provide
assessments, therapies and interventions
that support children’s development,
The Preschools annual invitation to visit the Bates farm is just one of
address unmet needs
the ways members of the Delta Agricultural Society support Reach on
an ongoing basis. The field trip offers an enriching experience where
and provide opporchildren get to explore nature, discover the value of farming and
tunities for the best
interact positively with their environment and community.
possible outcomes.
The new Reach centre
will enable families to access services
To donate online , by phone, mail or in
more easily and have their needs met
person visit the website at
more effectively.
www.reachdevelopment.org/campaign or call 604-946-6622 ext.372 for
The new centre will be located at 5050
more information.
47th avenue in Ladner, next to the
Ladner Pioneer Library. It will house
Reach programs and services including
therapy rooms, counseling rooms, specialized lending library, space for youth
programs and an inclusive preschool
with an outdoor accessible playground.
The building will also provide a meeting
space for the Kinsmen Club of Ladner
Tsawwassen and an expanded events
room for Reach workshops, or for use
by other community groups, municipal
Read more donor stories on the back page.
programs or local businesses.
The Building for Children Together

From Reach Health and Safety Committee

Prevent Whooping Cough
Whooping cough is on the rise in North
America. Health officials are urging parents to keep their families protected by
ensuring children are immunized, including a booster shot for teenagers. In
addition, anyone in regular contact with
young children should also receive the
immunization.

ents to ensure their children are fully immunized and is asking healthcare professionals
and the public in all Fraser Health communities to be alert for the signs and symptoms of
whooping cough. Early diagnosis and treatment will help prevent the spread of the illness to those most at risk.

This article from Fraser Health explains:
Fraser Health is urging all adults and
youth who are in regular contact with
young children, including pregnant
women and their partners, to see their
doctor or participating pharmacist and
get the free whooping cough vaccine.

Free vaccine is available through doctors’
offices and participating pharmacies for all
adults and youth who have not had a whooping cough booster in the past five years and
who are in regular contact with young children. A list of immunizing pharmacies can
be found at www.fraserhealth.ca/whoopingcough.

Since early December there have been
more than 140 suspected or confirmed
cases of whooping cough reported in
Fraser Health. The true number of cases
will be much greater than this. Cases
were initially confined mostly to the
eastern Fraser Valley communities of
Hope, Chilliwack, and Harrison/Agassiz,
but recently cases have been reported
in several other Fraser Health communities, raising concern that the outbreak is
spreading.
Whooping cough is a very contagious
disease that causes severe coughing that
may last for months. It can be a very serious illness in young children and babies,
who have small airways. More than half
of infants less than one year of age who
get whooping cough must be hospitalized and in some cases, it is life threatening.
“The best protection against whooping
cough is to get vaccinated,” said Dr. Paul
Van Buynder, Fraser Health’s Chief Medical Health Officer. “The booster shot is
especially important for those who have
or expect to have close contact with infants and young children. The vaccine
that most people get when they are
children only offers protection for 4-10
years so there are many adults without
adequate coverage.”
Fraser Health is also encouraging par-

To check your child’s immunization records
and make an appointment contact your
local health unit during regular business hours
(Monday to Friday, 8:30 am - 4:30 pm).

WHAT SHOULD YOU DO IF YOU/YOUR
CHILD DEVELOPS SYMPTOMS?
If you/your child develops cold-like symptoms that you think may be whooping
cough, you should be examined by a doctor.
Call ahead so that you can be seen quickly
and not expose other people by sitting in
a waiting room for any period of time. You
may also be examined in an isolation room
(if available) and given a mask to wear, or,
arrangements may be made for you to attend the clinic at a time when the waiting
room is empty. Bring your/your child’s immunization record with you.
For more information:
http://www.healthlinkbc.ca/healthfiles/
hfile15c.stm

WHAT IS WHOOPING COUGH (PERTUSSIS)?
Whooping cough (pertussis) is a disease that
causes very severe coughing that may last for
months. Whooping cough is very contagious
and can be a severe illness in those without
adequate immunizations. Whooping cough
spreads easily through the air when an infected person coughs, sneezes, or laughs,
putting bacteria into the air. After the bacteria infect someone, symptoms appear about
7 to 14 days later.
Early symptoms are like those of a cold
(sneezing, runny nose, a low fever and a mild
cough). But over the next week or two, the
cough gets worse leading to longer spells of
coughing that often end with a whoop or
crowing sound when the person breathes in.
The coughing may be so bad that it makes a
person gag or throw up. Sometimes a thick,
clear mucous is spit out. This cough can last
up to a month or two, and happens more at
night.
Health care providers are reminded that
whooping cough is a reportable condition
which requires immediate notification to
public health. Doctors should be alert to
whooping cough if they see kids or adults
with symptoms.

Read the Reach Health and Safety Committee
feature every issue of “inside Reach”. If you
have any health or safety questions please
contact Sandra at 604-946-6622 ext.338 or at
sandrap@reachdevelopment.org

Mark your calendars
Date & location

Name of event and description

To register

Saturday, September
15, 2012 10-4 pm
D e l t a C o m m unity
Living Society, Scott
Road Connections
105-7953 120 Street
North Delta, BC V4C 6P6

Workshops on Funding and Advocacy presented by Delta Community
Living Society and the Delta Family Alliance Network
• 10 am to 12 pm: Individualized Funding Information for Families
Workshop will provide information about CLBC’s two Individualized
Funding payment options for adults.
• 1 to 4 pm: Effective Advocacy Strengthens Community Workshop will
provide information that can help you with effective advocacy skills to get
the support and services your family needs.
Family Members $10 Professionals $35

For more information contact
Si Stainton, Family Services
Manager, Delta Community Living
Society at 604.952.6490 or
sstainton@dcls.ca
Deadline to Register is Friday,
September 7, 2012

September 10th to the
14th 2012
10:00 am t0 4:30 pm
Richmond Centre for
Disability
100 5671 No #3 Road
Richmond, BC v6x2c7

Invisible Illness Awareness Week
A 4 day event for people with invisible disabilities, caregivers and families.
Six events each day, each lasting only 1 hour, designed to promote
wellness, relaxation, networking and education. Includes:
- Tuesday September 11, 2012 “We Are Visible” Parking Lot Party and
Promotional Video Launch. Includes refreshments, entertainment,
information & education sharing.
- Wednesday September 12, 2012 “We Are Visible Even After Dark” An
Evening of Distraction through inspiring Performing Arts

Contact Phone Number * (604)
232-2404 or email
dave@rcdrichmond.com
http://www.rcdrichmond.com

Thursday September
13th and 20th 2012
6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
City Centre Library,
10350 University Drive,
Room 418 Surrey, B.C.

Parent Workshop “Positive Parenting: The Basics and Beyond”
A two-day interactive approach to creating a positive, supportive
atmosphere for your family interactions. You will learn positive strategies
for dealing with difficult behaviour & how to difuse power struggles,
offer appropriate choices, be consistent, provide consequences, model
appropriate behaviour and much more. Presented by Reach Child and
Youth Development Society. Free.

To register call 604.946.6622
Ext. 359 or email pamc@
reachdevelopment.org

Saturday September
29, 2012 9- 2pm
Chuck Bailey Recreation
Centre - 13458 107A
Ave. Surrey

Surrey Youth Transition Fair
Hosted by Community Living BC, the Ministry of Children and Family
Development and the City of Surrey in conjunction with Surrey Association
for Community Living and the Surrey Urban Mission. The aim of the fair
is to provide information to youth with disabilities, their families and
caregivers about the services available as they transition from childhood
to adulthood. The fair will promote the vision of employment, citizenship
and full participation of all people with developmental disabilities. Stop by
the Reach information table and learn more about our youth services.

For info call 604-502-6353

October 19, 2012
Killarney Secondary
School
6454 Killarney Street,
Vancouver, BC

Learning Disabilities Association Speaking of Kids Conference with
special guest speaker Henry Winkler
The Speaking for Kids conference was developed by LDA Vancouver to
create greater awareness and understanding to the community regarding
children with specific/unique learning needs. This one day event is packed
with treats and surprises! Tickets only $55.

Register at WWW.LDAV.CA
OR phone 604-873-8139.

Starting Early
October, 2012
Saturday mornings
Ladner, B.C.

Special Olympics Sports programs
Special Olympics BC is dedicated to providing individuals with intellectual
disabilities opportunities to enrich their lives and celebrate personal
achievement through sport. In Delta many different sports are offered
for youth and adults with a special program called FUNDAMENTALS for
children ages 5 – 10 years. This program teaches basic movement &
sports skills providing participants with an in-depth introduction to sportrelated motor skills in an atmosphere of fun.

For more information please go to
www.sobcdelta.blogspot.com

Fundraising news
THANK YOU DONORS!
Kinsmen Club celebrates St. Patrick’s Day with donation to
Reach
On Saturday March 11th the Kinsmen Club of Ladner Tsawwassen
presented Reach Child and Youth Development Society with a
donation of $2,000 at their annual St. Patrick’s Day dinner and
dance at the Kin House in Ladner. The Kin House is the future site of
Reach’s new child development centre. The Kinsmen Club has partnered with Reach to raise $4 million to build the new centre. Thank
you Kinsmen for your continued support!

Kings Links Golf Course Supports Reach Therapies Program
Reach Foundation Chair Irene Forcier accepts a
donation for $2,000 from John Wyatt President
of the Ladner/Tsawwassen Kinsmen Club at the
Kinsmen’s annual St. Patrick Day event.

On Thursday June 21st Ladner’s Kings Links by the Sea donated
their course for a cause and hosted the Adventus Realty Charity
Golf Tournament “For the Kids.” The tournament was organized and
sponsored by Rod Johnston, Jeet Pangli and Kings Links owner Brad
Newell (pictured left) and raised over $30,000 benefitting three
children’s charities close to the sponsors’ hearts. An additional $145
was raised for Reach in donation box contributions from players as
well. Funds from the tournament will help Reach purchase new
therapeutic equipment that will support children with Down
Syndrome and other special needs and will be available for families
to borrow. Thank you Rod, Maria, Brett and the Kings Links
community!

PNE Donates Passes to Youth Program

Sponsors Rod Johnston, Jeet Pangli and Kings Links
owner Brad Newell organized the “For The Kids” Golf
Tournament that raised funds to help purchase
therapeutic equipment for Reach Therapies program.

Once again the Vancouver PNE donated passes to Reach’s Group
Respite program for a fun outing of rides
and games. The Group Respite program
gives teens with special needs the opportunity to build friendships, strengthen social skills, become more aware of
their community and, best of all, have
fun. Thank you PNE for your ongoing
support and for making
summer a little funner!

Save the date for Reach for the Stars

#3-3800 72nd Street
Delta, BC V4K 3N2
www.reachdevelopment.org
You will receive a charitable tax receipt for the full
amount of your donation
Your personal information will not be shared with other organizations

Reach Child and Youth Development Foundation is planning an
exciting event to support the Building for Children Together
campaign. Reach for the Stars: An Evening of
Inspiration will take place on Saturday February 23rd,
in Ladner, and will feature a dinner, live and silent
auctions, raffles, inspirational speakers and details
about Reach’s new building project. More news
about this exciting event to come.
Hope you can join us!

THANK YOU for your ongoing support ~
it’s crucial to our success !

To make a donation or learn more about how you can support Reach call 604-946-6622 ext.372 or email tomg@reachdevelopment.org

