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Fundraising
news
Chris Gailus, News Hour Anchor for Global BC Television (pictured above with Reach President Rob
vanSpronssen) visited Reach to say hi to staff and families, and learn more about Reach programs.
Chris will be MC at the Reach for the Stars: An Evening of Inspiration event . Details page 3.
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Message from the President
We hope your
Christmas break
was a good
one, and that
you had some
quality time with
your family and
friends. Yes, its
winter, but the
days are already
getting longer! We will have our first BC
Family Day in February which will add
some sunshine that is desperately needed
by most Vancouverites at that time. Looking forward to that!
Members of the Reach Foundation and
the Reach Society are in the midst of the
final preparation for our first major gala in
support of our “Building for Children Together” capital campaign. The “Reach for
the Stars: An evening of Inspiration” gala
is happening at Sacred Heart School on
February 23, and will be hosted by Chris
Gailus, Global TV News Anchor. It should
be a fun night, we hope to see you (and
your family and friends) there. We had
the pleasure of spending some time with
Chris Gailus at Reach to familiarize him
with our organization. The power failure
that morning showed just how important
it is for us to move to central Ladner!

As we look forward this year, we continue to feel the impact of the sputtering global economy. The majority of
our government funding is relatively
stable, but wait lists continue to rise,
creating pressure for more services for
the same dollar. This year also brings
with it a follow on CARF accreditation
review, which means preparation for a
multi-day review that involves almost
everyone in the Reach organization. It
is in fact, a welcome review, as it gives
us a chance to show just how well we
work to achieve our mission, and how
we learn and change our programs to
reflect that learning.
The Society Board of Directors will also
be reviewing our strategic plan this
year, reflecting on the impacts it has
had on the programs, and potentially
adjusting it somewhat based on the
operational capacity of the Reach organization.
As always, I feel honored to be part
of this organization and this fantastic
team.
On behalf of the Reach Society Board of
Directors,
Rob vanSpronssen, President.
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Reach Play and Learn Centre

Your feedback is important to us in helping to determine the design and delivery of
programs that best meet the needs of children, families and the
community.
Please feel free to call Reach or email anytime with comments.
Phone 604-946-6622 ext. 342 or
email at lisaw@reachdevelopment.org

11425 84th Avenue
North Delta, BC V4C 2L9
604-501-1502 Fax: 604-501-1359

Like , follow, look and watch . There are lots of ways to connect to Reach .
Visit us at www.reachdevelopment.org to link to all of our social media.

Upcoming at Reach
Reach Preschool Registration for Fall 2013 starts Saturday February 23rd

Reach Developmental Preschool offers children an individualized kindergarten readiness curriculum that
focuses on the cognitive, social and emotional benefits of play. There is growing research supporting the
connections between cognitive competence and high-quality pretend play. Pretend play engages many
areas of the brain because it involves emotion, cognition, language, and sensorimotor actions. Social
referencing as well is a large part of pretend play: children are observing someone else’s responses and
showing an understanding of others’ thinking and beliefs, in order to decide how to respond to an ambiguous situation.
In-house Registration for Fall 2013 Preschool year starts Saturday February 23rd, 2013
Reach Developmental Preschool South Delta #3 3800 72nd street Ladner from 8:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Reach Developmental Preschool North Delta at 10921 82nd avenue North Delta, from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.
For more information about Reach Preschool and registration please call 604-946-6622 ext 308 or email susieg@reachdevelopment.org .

Reach Monthly Parent Support Group helps with parental stress
Having a child with additional needs can be very stressful, but there is help available. Reach is offering a
parent support group for any parents or caregivers who would like to talk about the stress of living with
a child with additional needs and what you can do to cope, survive and thrive. The group is facilitated by
Reach IDP Consultant, Play Therapist and Canadian Certified Counsellor Yvonne McKenna. In addition to
her Early Childhood Development Certificate Yvonne has a Masters of Counselling degree, and certification with the Canadian Association of Counselling and Psychotherapy, and Canadian Association for Child
and Play Therapy. This is drop-in program, but if you would like to know more, or meet with the counselor
before attending, please contact Yvonne at 604.946.6622 ext. 347 or yvonnem@reachdevelopment.org
In NORTH DELTA at the Reach Play & Learn Centre, 11425 84th Avenue, on the 2nd Tuesday of the month
from 6:30pm-8:30pm
In SOUTH DELTA at Reach Child & Youth #3-3800 72nd Street Ladner on the 4th Wednesday of the month from 6:30pm-8:30pm

from the Reach Library
by Pam Collins, Reach Library Coordinator

Anti-Bullying Day is coming up on February 27, 2013, and while there are some books specifically about this issue there are also some other
resources that people might not think about.
Social Intuition is a special skill that allows us to take in the ‘unwritten rules’ or the ‘social curriculum’
of any given social situation. Think about all the things you know how to do without being taught :
elevator behavior, bathroom etiquette, commenting on people’s physical attributes, picking your nose,
or swearing. Like a sixth sense, social intuition is that feeling that something is not quite right. Many
of our ‘different thinking’ children have challenges with this skill. They may not automatically pick up
on cues in their environments that something is amiss and then they inadvertently make a social error.
This can cause them to ‘look’ awkward or gullible; therefore, they are potential bully victims.
Fortunately, there is a wonderful resource called “The Hidden Curriculum: Practical Solutions for
Understanding Unstated Rules in Social Situations” by Brenda Smith Myles, Melissa L. Trautman and
Ronda L. Schelvan. This book lists a variety of social situations and their accompanying ‘unwritten’
rules that we can use to teach our children; everything from bathroom rules to birthday parties, Brenda
and her co-authors detail the rules and offer practical suggestions for teaching so our children may not
make social blunders.
For more information about the Reach library call 604-946-6622 ext. 359 or email Pam Collins at pamc@reachdevelopment.org

Join us on February 23rd for An Evening of Inspiration
Saturday February 23rd will be a night of camaraderie, good food, fun
auction shopping, and great music. It will also offer an opportunity
to hear from some families on what it is like to live with the challenges and rewards of special needs.
The Reach Charitable Foundation Board
of Directors present Reach for the Stars:
An Evening of Inspiration, a fundraiser
to benefit the Building for Children
Together project to build a new, community-based child development centre
in the heart of Ladner B.C.
The evening will feature MC Chris
Gailus, News Hour Anchor, Global BC
Television, and include a buffet dinner,
complimentary signature cocktail drink,
live music with “Half a metric Ton” and
“Midnight Overture”, inspiring speakers, silent auction, and live auction with
Delta auctioneer Ian Paton.
Chris Gailus (left) and Reach for the
Stars presenter Myles McKie (centre)
visited Reach on Monday January
28th to tour the facility, learn more
about Reach programs and services,
and chat with parents and staff
including Reach Infant Development
Consultant and Play Group Coordinator Loan Duong (pictured right.)
(photo courtesy of Gord Goble and
Delta Optimist)

Members of Reach’s events committee
have been hard at work putting together some fantastic prizes for the silent
and live auctions, including a Whistler
Summer Adventure package, stocked
wine fridge, Night at the Opera downtown Vancouver package, a B.C. Lions
game package, and framed Canucks
Jersey signed by the team.

All of the prizes have been generouslay donated by individuals
and businesses in the community.
The event will also feature a raffle for two WestJet airline
tickets to any one of their 100 destinations in 13 countries,
including Hawaii and throughout the Caribbean. Tickets for the
prize are being sold exclusively on the night of the event! Odds
are fantastic!
A host of sponsors have all come on board to help put on the
event, including Westshore Terminals, Canadian Autoparts
Toyota Inc, Delta Cable, Robertson Optical, TSI Terminals
Systems, Fraser Surrey Docks, Century Group, MK Delta Lands
Group, Coast Capital Savings, Grosvenor, Speedpro Signs,
Envision Financial, Safeway, Vancity, John’s Thistle Auto, Delco
Delta Container Ltd, Odlum Brown, Thrifty Foods, Delta Optimist and South Delta Leader newspapers.
The event takes place Saturday, Feb. 23, 2013 at Sacred Heart
School at 3900 Arthur Drive, Ladner. Tickets are $65 ($30
charitable receipts are available.) Premium tables can be reserved for an additional $100. Tickets available online at www.
reachforthestarsevent.org or by calling 604-946-6622 ext 0,
or by visiting the Reach main office at #3 3800 72nd street in
Ladner.
Reach for the Stars auction items include 2 sets
of unique, custom made 17-inch rims donated
by CAPTIN Toyota. Marc Vallee, VP of CAPTIN
displays these one-of-kind rims with Reach
Executive Director Renie D'Aquila.

Giving birthday-boy donates to Reach
A Ladner youngster decided on his birthday that the best gift of all is the gift of giving. Jimmy Douglas held his
7th birthday party on Sunday Dec 16, 2012 at his favourite Chuck E Cheese’s in Langley, but instead of presents,
Jimmy asked his friends to bring a cash donation for Reach Child and Youth Development Society. Jimmy’s friends
weren’t surprised at his request. It is the second year that Jimmy has bestowed birthday donations to Reach. In
two years of giving, Jimmy’s birthday has generated over $500 in funds towards Reach.
The children were more than happy to donate to charity for a birthday present. In fact, one of Jimmy’s friends,
Braden, gave money that he earned from his chores to help Jimmy make his donation.
The funds from Jimmy’s birthday donation will go towards Reach’s Building for Children Together capital campaign,
and help build a new child development centre in Ladner for children with special needs.
When asked why he requested donations instead of presents for his birthday, Jimmy said “I wanted to help other children.” He added that
it made him feel “really good inside” to help children with special needs.
Jimmy knows all about how Reach helps children with special needs through his mother, Agnes,
who was a Director on the Reach Foundation Board. Agnes is now a key member of the Reach
Events Committee helping to organize the upcoming fundraiser Reach for the Stars: An Evening
of Inspiration on February 23rd.
“I truly believe life is about giving. As parents we teach our children manners, how to read and
write but it’s just as important to teach our children how to give,” Agnes said of her son’s generous donation. “I’m part of the Reach Building for Children Together campaign because I want to
give back to a community that I cherish, and I would like Jimmy to share in that experience with
me. When the new building is constructed Jimmy will know that his donations over the years
have helped build it.”

Ready, Set, Learn for your 3-year-old
Ready, set, Learn is a one-day event offered in local schools early in the new year to help welcome
children and families to their neighbourhood and encourage early learning. The Ministry of Education
provides the funding for district Boards of Education to offer Ready, Set, Learn events in local schools.
All families and their three-year-olds are invited to attend. Ready, Set, Learn events can include school
tours, visits to the school library, interactive play activities for children and their parents, information
sessions for parents and caregivers, presentations by community agencies
and other activities that support preschool aged children’s learning.
Check the dates and times of the next Ready, Set, Learn event at your local
school, or visit your district’s website:
For Delta schools visit http://web.deltasd.bc.ca/news/2012/01/ready-set-learn
For Surrey schools visit http://www.sd36.bc.ca/general/programs/readysetlearn-byschool.html
Langley Ready, Set ,Learn will be held at West Langley Elementary School 9403 212th Street and offer a variety
of learning experiences: Thursdays from 6:00-7:00pm on February 23rd, April 19th and May 23rd.

Envision Angel Tree program spreads joy to Reach and others
Reach received a mountain of wonderful toys and gifts for the Reach Lending Library through the Ladner Envision Financial’ s Angel Tree Program. The Angel Tree program asks Envision Financial members
and the general public in the communities where Envision does business to bring new, unwrapped gifts
for children and seniors to their local Envision branch. For 2012, Envision added non-perishable food
items to the collection. Items were donated to a variety
of charities, including Reach, for children, youth and families in the community. Items that were not suitable for the
lending libraries were distributed directly to families with
children in Reach programs. In addition to the donation of
items, Envision donated $200 to Reach’s capital campaign
from their Angel tree You Tube view matching program.
Back in October, the Envision Financial Community Endowment administrated by First West Foundation also made a
$25,000 donation to Reach’s new building project.

Two important days to recognize coming up
Wear pink on B.C. Pink Shirt Day Wednesday February 27th, 2013

On Pink Shirt Day people wear something pink to raise awareness of bullying, and encourage others
to find solutions. Reach staff and programs recognize Pink Shirt Day each year by wearing pink and
discussing important issues around bullying with the children and youth in our programs.
Find more information about Pink Shirt Anti-Bullying Day and resources at www.pinkshirtday.ca.
Mark February 27th on your calendar and remember to wear pink!

World Autism Awareness Day Tuesday April 2nd, 2013

On December 18, 2007, the United Nations General Assembly designated April 2 as World Autism Awareness Day.
Every year, autism organizations around the world celebrate the day aiming to raise awareness about autism, to
encourage early diagnosis and early intervention, to encourage inclusion and supports, and to celebrate the unique
talents and skills of persons with autism.
Reach will be recognizing both of these days on our Facebook and Twitter pages with links to great websites where
you can find information, interesting articles and resources to download. Please visit our Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/ReachSocietyBC and our Twitter page at www.twitter.com/reachsocietybc

from the Reach Health and Safety committee

Flu Season Alert

We are sure that all of our families are aware of the most recent strain of flu that is making its way throughout the lower
mainland. We have been in touch with Boundary Health and, based on the information we have received from them, we
would like to inform our families of the precautions that we will be taking at Reach and the Reach preschools.
1. Parents are being
asked to keep children
home if they have runny
noses or coughs. This
includes children with
chronic runny noses
because we do not know
if it is a condition of the
flu or not. Children often
use their hands or sleeves
to wipe their noses and then they touch the toys. Other
children then come along and play with those items before
they can be disinfected. This greatly enhances the chances
of spreading germs.

7. Please keep in mind that it is not too late to get a flu
shot.

2. Children who are in attendance at the preschool who
have runny noses or coughs will be sent home.

HealthLink BC

3. It is recommended that any adults who are remaining at
the preschool during preschool hours (including staff) who
have not had a flu shot, wear a disposable face mask (a
limited supply of these are available at the preschool.)
4. Hand sanitizer will be available at the preschool entrance
for familys’ use. We will not use hand sanitizer on the children without the consent of
the parent or guardian.
5. Frequent and thorough
hand washing will be
greatly promoted at the
preschool for all children
and adults. (Please promote this at home as well)
6. Please inform the preschool as soon as possible if anyone in your household is
suffering from the flu or flu like symptoms.

Read the Reach Health and Safety Committee feature
every issue of the “inside Reach” newsletter. If you have
any health or safety questions please contact Michele
at 604-946-6622 ext. 320 or at
micheled@reachdevelopment.org

These guidelines are being put in place for the health
and safety of all of our clients and staff. We would like
to thank everyone for their full cooperation. If you have
any questions or concerns about the flu epidemic, please
contact your local Boundary Health Unit.
British Columbia has a number of health resources that
can help you when your child gets sick:
BC HealthGuide
The BC HealthGuide provides helpful information you can
trust on many medical concerns. Available at no charge
from your pharmacy.
When you need information right away, you can call
HealthLink BC at 8 1 1. The registered nurses will give you
24 hour confidential information and advice. You can also
speak to a pharmacist about medication concerns. The
deaf and hearing impaired number is 7 1 1 and translation
services are offered in over 130 languages. You can also
seek information online on the HealthLink BC website:
www.healthlinkbc.ca
Public Health Offices
You have a local public health office near you. It provides
many supports for you and your children. If you have any
questions about your Child’s health, talk to any of the following health professionals:
• Family doctor
• Pediatrician
• Dentist
• Optometrist
• Pharmacist

Mark your calendars
Date time & location

Name of event and description

To register....

Thursday, February 21st,
2013
7:00 - 9:30 pm
RE Mountain Secondary
School
7755 - 202A Street
Langley

The Elephant and the Rider: The Nature of Self-Control and How to
Help Kids Achieve It with Dr. Glen Davies
What do we do when our normally loving child has a meltdown and
can’t control their anger? How can I control my own emotions in
these situations? What do I do when my child doesn’t listen and does
what he/she wants anyway? This session will look at fast, intuitive,
effortless thinking/feeling (the elephant) versus slow, rational
effortful thinking (the rider). We will examine how these two systems
of thought interact in our brains and what that means for our own
self-control, our kids’ self-control, and for kids with ADHD and other
disabilities of self-control. $15 per person $25 for two people.

To register online and/ or pay by
VISA/Mastercard please go to
www.parentsaspartners.wordpress.
com and Click on the Workshop
Registration link

February 23 & March 2nd
1pm and 3pm
Simon Fraser University
Burnaby, BC V5A 1S6

SFU Science Sociable
This is a FREE and fun event for adolescents and young adults aged
13-21 with Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD). Events will take place
on SFU campus in Burnaby. Drinks and light refreshments will be
provided for parents, teens, and young adults.

To register email addl@sfu.ca or
phone (778) 782-6746 visit the
website at
http://autismlab.psyc.sfu.ca/

Friday March 8
8 am - 3:30 pm
SFU Downtown Campus Harbour Centre
Room 1900
515 West Hastings Street
Vancouver, BC

Getting Ready for the Real World: How Schools & Families Can
Prepare Adolescents with Autism for the Social Challenges of
Adulthood Presented by: Peter Gerhardt, Ed.D.
Children with ASD grow up, and as the numbers of adolescents
and adults with ASD expand, we need to consider how to prepare
them for the challenges of adult life. This presentation will provide
an overview of the components of effective, behavioral analytic
intervention with older learners. Specific topics include community
transition, employment, behavior support, healthy sexuality, and
quality of life. Parents $140 Professionals $180

Register at www.actcommunity.net
and go to Live Events

Saturday, March 9, 2013
9 am to 3 pm
LDAFS Resource Centre
201- 13766 72 avenue
Surrey

Supporting your Child’s Special Education
Learn how to become an effective advocate for your child while
negotiating the special education services. Learn about your child’s
rights and entitlements for services. Fee: $35 for full-day workshop

To register visit http://www.ldafs.org/
Telephone: 604.591.5156
Email: info@ldafs.org

Friday & Saturday
April 19 & 20
SFU Downtown Campus
Harbour Centre
515 W. Hastings Street Room 1900
Vancouver, BC

9th Annual Focus on Research: Building Capacity Across the Rockies:
In celebration of Autism Awareness Month. Presented by over 20
researchers from across British Columbia and Alberta.
This will be ACT’s 9th Annual Focus on Research event to reach
out to educators and community-based clinicians working with
individuals with ASD and their families across the lifespan in the two
Western provinces. The concurrent sessions will allow for streams
to appeal to specific groups of professional participants seeking
professional development hours including: SLPs; Behavior Analysts;
family doctors/pediatricians and educators from pre-school through
secondary levels. This event has been made possible with a grant
from Autism Speaks Canada. One day $80 Both days $140

Register at www.actcommunity.net
and go to Live Events

Fundraising news

King’s Links golf tournament benefits
Reach Therapies program
New, specialized toys and equipment filled the halls of
Reach’s Therapies program thanks to $12,000 in proceeds
from Ladner’s Kings Links by the Sea Adventus Realty Charity Golf Tournament “For the Kids” this past summer. The
tournament proceeds enabled the program to purchase
much needed specialized toys and equipment to be used
by, and lent to families who have children with Down syndrome and other special needs in Reach’s Therapies programs. The Reach Therapies Program provides speech and
language therapy, occupational therapy and physiotherapy
to children from age birth to six. Therapists work as team
members with families, early childhood educators and other professionals to provide individualized programs.
Equipment purchased included modified bath and toilet
seats, cause and effect toys, modified helmets, seizure
place mats, stroller inserts, and educational materials for
therapists and parents.
The tournament was organized and sponsored by Rod
Johnston, Jeet Pangli and Kings Links owner Brad Newell
(pictured above, right), and raised over $30,000 benefitting Reach Society as well Mind Check and Fraser Academy.
Newell, along with his wife Maria, chose Reach Child and
Youth Development Society as one of the charities in honour of their goddaughter Eva who has Down syndrome. Eva
attended Reach’s Infant Development and Therapies programs with very positive outcomes, so the family wanted to
do something to help other children and their families experience success. “We heard it’s a great place,” said Newell, “and did some research, and sure enough, it was a great
community thing to help. Hopefully we can do it down the
road again, too. We really liked doing it.”
(See more fundraising news on page 4 inside!)

Thank you for your donations!

On behalf of the children and families we serve, Reach would like to
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to our organization
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ROCKIN’ for REACH is back April 13th

50/50 draw, and a silent ‘ROCKTION’ with rock n’ roll goodies to bid
Please donate today online at
on Saturday, April 13th, 2013,
at KinVillage Community Centre 5430
www.reachdevelopment.org
at 604-946-6622
or atthe last week of Febru10th avenue Tsawwassen. Tickets
go on sale
info@reachdevelopment.org
ary. For ages 19 and over. For more information call 604-946-6622
ext 337. Hope to see you there!

McHappy Day coming Wednesday May 8th
Mark your calendars for paying a visit to McDonalds Restraurants
on Wed. May 8th for McHappy Day. Ladner and Tsawwassen McDonald’s restaurants will once again donate proceeds from the sale
of McMuffins, Happy Meals & Big Macs to Reach. Volunteers are
needed for two hour shifts to assist with a day of fun activities. To
volunteer call 604-946-6622 ext.0

To make a donation or find ways you can help,
call 604-946-6622 or email
info@reachdevelopment.org

#3-3800 72nd Street
Delta, BC V4K 3N2
www.reachdevelopment.org
You will receive a charitable tax receipt for the full
amount of your donation
Your personal information will not be shared with other organizations

