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DeltaKids Early Years Centre opens in North Delta

Reach Child and Youth Development Society is proud to have been chosen among twelve community
organizations throughout the province selected to host new BC Early Years Centres. Story pg. 3
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Message from the President
It seems like
just yesterday
that our long
summer of
2014 drew to a
close. While the
calendar says
it’s still winter,
spring appears
to be on the way, at least west of the
Rockies. Our friends to the east are
unfortunately still in the midst of a
pretty intense winter. As I get older I
truly appreciate the climate we enjoy
on the west coast.
And so it goes. Our AGM is behind
us again and we have a new board of
directors composed of very familiar
faces. My thanks and appreciation
goes out to the members of the
Foundation and Society Boards
of Directors for their ongoing
commitment to Reach and our
collective goals. Our new building
capital campaign continues to move
forward despite the “not-so-easy-toraise-money” economic conditions
we find ourselves in. As evidenced
by the attendance of representatives
from both the provincial government
and the municipal government at the
opening of the Early Years Center in
North Delta, Reach is privileged to
have strong relationships and strong
support for achieving our objectives
in our local communities. (See pg.3)
Corporate sponsors are harder to
find and have less to give and thus
it makes me even more thankful
for the sponsors that have so
generously contributed time, energy,
materials and funds to Reach’s capital
campaign. The Century Group was

a major supporter throught the
Southlands Bike-In event, and
Langley Central Rotary Fraser
Valley Wine Festival has joined the
ranks of our sponsors, like Port
Metro Vancouver, in allocating a
portion of the proceeds from their
fundraising event to our cause. I
had the pleasure of accidentally
meeting Wayne Leach, one of the
organizers of the Fraser Valley
Wine Festival (he thought I was
somebody else), and it restores
my faith in humanity to see the
work that countless volunteers put
in to generate funds for Reach’s
direct benefit, and ultimately to
create a direct benefit to our local
communities. A special treat was
the sing-along on the way home
from the Wine Festival, initiated by
the winners of the 50/50 draw that
were part of the Reach contingent.
A special note of thanks to all the
donors who contributed during
our holiday appeal. Upcoming
is our third annual Reach for
the Stars Gala on April 25 at the
Coast Tsawwassen Inn. Mark your
calendar for what is promising to
be another exciting night out.
As always, I am humbled by the
trust that you, as our valued
families, give to myself and our
Boards of Directors that allows us
to aim for significant improvements
in the quality of services that Reach
can provide to our community.
On behalf of the Reach Society
Board of Directors,
Rob vanSpronssen, President

604-946-6622 Fax: 604-946-6223
info@reachdevelopment.org
www.reachdevelopment.org

Like, follow, look and watch. There are lots of ways to connect to Reach.
Visit us at www.reachdevelopment.org to link to all of our social media.

Upcoming at Reach
Reach Developmental Preschool
Registration for Fall 2015
Reach Developmental Preschool offers all children a
stimulating, emergent program to develop their physical, social,
emotional, language, and cognitive skills to their full potential.
Reach Preschool’s emergent curriculum embraces the
principles of the Provincial Early Learning Outcomes
Framework and the Live 5-2-1-0 Program, bringing nature
and healthy living into learning experiences.
Classes are available for 2 , 3 or 5 days a week.
Reach Preschool South Delta is now offering 4 hour mornings.
Reach Preschool North Delta has afternoon classes available.
Preschool registration for September 2015 will be held on
Saturday, February 21 for both South and North:
• 8:30 to 11:30 a.m. at Reach Preschool South
Delta, #3 3800 72nd Street Ladner
• 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm at Reach Preschool North Delta, 10921
82nd avenue North Delta
Spaces on a first come, first served basis.

Reach for the Stars
Black and White Gala
tickets on sale now!
Get your tickets today for the 3rd Annual Reach for the Stars
fundraising event,
REACH FOR THE STARS BLACK AND WHITE GALA:
TOGETHER FOR A BRIGHTER FUTURE.
Saturday April 25th , 2015 at the Coast Tsawwassen Inn , 1665
56th Street Tsawwassen. Doors open 5:30
With MC Steve Darling, Morning New Anchor, Global TV
All funds raised go towards helping to Reach’s Building for
Children Together capital campaign building a new centre in the
heart of Ladner for children and youth with special needs.

Tickets $125 on sale now!

Purchase online and learn more about the event at
www.reachforthestarsevent.org
or purchase by phone at 604-946-6622 etx.0
or in person at Reach at #3 3800 72nd Street East Ladner.

After this date, registration is ongoing.
For more call 604-946-6622 ext 308 or
email susieg@reachchild.org
or visit reachdevelopment.org

From the Reach Library

by Pam Collins, Library and Workshop Coordinator, Reach Child and Youth
Development Society
British Columbia’s new Education Curriculum promises Personalized Learning for
every student. This means that they are collaborating to ensure that every student’s needs are met and that every student’s passions are explored. Students
will have the opportunity to play an active role in designing their own education and the
ministry is dedicated to supporting each student’s interests and ways of learning. This is wonderful news for some of our special children
who may have some out-of-the-box topic or object of passions. I am recommending two books that I have reviewed before but they seem
fitting for the new system.
Paula Kluth, Ph.D. is a renowned autism and inclusive education expert. She is brilliant at building meaning and motivation into learning.
She has a wonderful website paulakluth.com filled with ideas and stories!
“Just Give Him the Whale!” by Paula and Patrick Schwarz is a wonderful book filled with numerous examples on how classroom teachers can
use the extraordinary special interests, fascinations, and strengths within their classroom curriculum to support those students who think a
little differently! They show how one can use these “passions” as positive teaching tools that calm, motivate and improve learning.
“Pedro’s Whale” tells the story of the real-life event that inspired Paula and Schwarz to write, “Just Give Him the Whale!” Pedro is a young
boy who loves whales more than anything else in the world. When he goes to school he is asked to put his beloved stuffed whale away.
Pedro is heartbroken and begins to shut down. His teacher discovers that he works best when he has his whale and then incorporates
whales and ocean life into story-time, simple science experiments and math lessons. Soon Pedro has many friends who discover they share
his special interest!
For more information about the Reach library call 604-946-6622 ext. 359 or email Pam Collins at pamc@reachdevelopment.org

DELTAKIDS EARLY YEARS CENTRE OPENS IN NORTH DELTA
On Friday, October 17th, 2014, Reach Child
and Youth Development Society welcomed
guests to officially open the DeltaKids Early
Years Centre. Reach is proud to have been
chosen by the Province of British Columbia
to host the new centre in Delta.
Within the Early Years Centre, located at the
North Delta Recreation Centre, families in
North Delta will now have better access to a
range of early years services and resources,
including drop-in programs, developmental
screening and parenting resources and workshops, under one roof.
The site is one of a dozen new centres province-wide funded by the Ministry of Children
and Family Development as part of a threeyear $5.5 million investment. The project is
in partnership with Reach, the Corporation

Members of Delta Council, Mayor Lois Jackson,
Cloverdale-Surrey MLA and Children and Family
Development Minister Stephanie Cadieux, Delta North
MLA Scott Hamilton, members of Reach Society and
Foundation, and members of the Delta School District
celebrate the opening of the Deltakids BC Early Years
Centre October 17th, 2014.

of Delta, the Delta School District, Fraser
Health and the Delta Kids Committee,
which includes organizations supporting
children throughout Delta.
Surrey-Cloverdale MLA Stephanie Cadieux,
who is also minister of children and family
development, said the site will be a “onestop location” where families can connect
with community, and easily access information and support around parenting and
early childhood
development.
Delta North MLA
Scott Hamilton said
the centres location in North Delta
has been cited as
an area where the
largest number of
children aged zero
to five reside.
“It’s a neighbourhood that is underserviced with programs for families
Mayor Lois Jackson,
with young children, Minister Stephanie
and a neighbourCadieux and Delta North
hood where childMLA Scott Hamilton tour
the DeltaKids Early Years
hood vulnerability,
which is measured at Centre and visit with
families.
kindergarten, are the
highest in Delta,” said
Hamilton. “So, we’re in the right place.”

Mayor Lois Jackson said the centre was
due in large part to Renie D’Aquila,
Reach Executive Director, who has been
trying to create something like the Early
Years Centre in North Delta for decades.
“[Renie] and I stood out here some 30
years ago,” said Mayor Jackson, “It was a
long time ago but we had a vision.”
Jackson said one of Delta’s goals in the
recreation centre expansion was to
amalgamate existing programs and services that were already on site. The recreation centre expansion will include
a 6,000 square foot fitness centre, a
gym, expanded North Delta municipal
business centre, and art and recreation
spaces. The newly renovated space is
slated to open in June of 2015.
Next month the DeltaKids Early Years
Centre will host the Delta Developmental Screening Day with professionals from all areas of child development
to answer parents questions. The
event is free to all families. Delta Developmental Screening Day takes place
at on Saturday March 7th at North Delta
Recreation Center 11415-84 Avenue
North Delta from 9:30 to 11:30 am.
For more about the DeltaKids Early
Years Centre or the Delta Developmental
Screening Day call Denise at the Early
Years Centre 778-578-7840.

JOIN REACH ON WORLD AUTISM AWARENESS DAY APRIL 2ND
Autism spectrum disorder (ASD) and autism
are a group of complex disorders of brain
development. They are characterized by
difficulties in social interaction, verbal and
nonverbal communication and repetitive
behaviors. ASD can also be associated with
intellectual disability, difficulties in motor
coordination and attention, and physical
health issues.
Autism is a lifelong developmental disorder
that affects the way people interact and
communicate with those around them.
While neurological characteristics are
common to all, symptoms can vary widely
among individuals. Each child and adult
with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) is
unique and has their own strengths, gifts
and support needs.
World Autism Awareness day is dedicated

to raising awareness about autism, to
encouraging early diagnosis and early intervention, to encouraging inclusion and
supports, and to celebrating the unique
talents and skills of persons with autism.
Reach Child and Youth Development
Society has been working with children
with autism for over 50 years, and serves
hundreds of families with children with
autism every year with programs, servcies , education and resources. All of
Reach programs support
children and youth with
autism: Reach programs
specifically deisgned for
children and youth with
autism include Applied
Behavioural Analysis,
Positive Behvaioural
Support, and the Social

Smart Club. Visit Reach’s website and
browse through our programs.
Reach will be celebrating World Autism
Awareness Day on April 2nd on our
Facebook and Twitter pages with links
to great websites where you can find
information, interesting articles and
resources to download. Visit us at
www.facebook.com/ReachSocietyBC
and www.twitter.com/ReachsocietyBC

REACH’S 55TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
ACHIEVEMENTS, STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS
On Wednesday October 1st, 2014 Reach
celebrated 55 years in the community at
the Annual General Meeting From Seeds to
Leaves – Celebrating Growth, at DeltaView
Centre in Delta.
Reach Executive Director Renie D’Aquila
shared how the dedicated board members,
volunteers and staff have helped so many
children and youth grow and blossom as a
result of a shared vision, values and focus,
and conveyed Reach’s many achievements in
the past year including:
• Receiving the 4th three-year accreditation
award by CARF International for Child and
Youth Services and Respite Services, that
notes “Services, personnel and documentation clearly indicate an established pattern of
practice excellence.”;

• and providing administrative support
to the Reach Child and Youth Development Charitable Foundation, assisting it
in reaching its $2 million milestone.
Reach’s President Rob VanSpronssen
acknowledged the 2013-2014 Reach
Child and Youth Development Society
Board of Directors, the Reach Child and
Youth Charitable Foundation Board
of Directors and thanked two FINDS
volunteers in attendance, Linda Edwards
and Dianne Wigzell, (shown below with
Reach’s Volunteer Coordinator Shelley
Finke, center. )

Preschool Coordinator Susan Gall (right)
who has been with
Reach for 25 years,
ABA’s staff members
Eva Major (below left,
pictured right) for becoming Board Certified Behavior Analyst and Miriam Elfert
(below right, pictured right) for earning her
doctorate in Special Education.

The Election of 2014-2015 Reach Society
Board of Directors took place and voted
in Directors (from left) Marcia McCafferty,
Phyllis With, (Renie D’Aquila,Executive
Director) Leslie Sneft, Rob VanSpronnson (President) Karen Ostrom, Tom Siba
(Treasurer) and Donna Burke. Not pictured:
Jimmy Vu (new member)

• Being awarded the Early Years Centre
Program by the Province of B.C. ;
• Supporting 273 children with autism spectrum disorder through the ABA Program and
the development of new Speech Language
Therapy programs;

Van Spronssen also thanked Reach’s
Executive Director, Renie D’Aquila for her
excellent leadership.

• Revamping the Family Education Curriculum
and developing a new family workbook;

Reach staff were recognized for
their achievements including Reach

Welcome newly elected and re-elected Reach
CHARITABLE FOUNDATION board for 2014/2015
The Reach Foundation is a volunteer group of individuals elected by Reach Society
Board of Directors to raise over $4 million needed to build a new community-based
child development centre in the heart of Ladner. The capital campaign, “Building for
Children Together” was launched in 2010 and has raised over $2 million. Funds rasied
have come completely from businesses, service clubs and individuals in the community.
This year, Reach Foundation is pleased to welcome two new members to the Board:
Jeff Scott, CEO and President for Fraser Surrey Docks and Pacific Rim Stevedoring and
Denis Horgan, Vice President & General Manager Westshore Terminals LTD Partnership
(retired.)
The Foundation, as well as Reach staff and families, are saddened by the passing Board
Member Linda Ottho, this past December, and grateful to all she has done for Reach and
for the community:

Reach Foundation Board of Directors: (from left) Barbara
Wallick, (Chair); Norman Stark; Agnes Douglas; Tom
Siba (Treasurer;) Katherine Bamford; Tanya Corbet; Jeff
Scott; Renie D’Aquila (Executive Director); Denis Horgan.
Missing: Valerie Bartlett; Joan Hansen and Bob Mann

“Linda was introduced to Reach as part of a Ladner Rotary Club contingent charged with
organizing an Easter Egg Hunt for preschoolers. From the moment Linda met these children she was smitten and shortly thereafter she
began her new volunteer career as a Reach Foundation Board Member. She worked tirelessly day and night to raise the funds needed to
create a new centre in Ladner where more children and youth could be helped. At Linda’s passing, Reach’s building campaign had generated 2.3 million of the $4 million plus dollars needed. Linda’s contribution to Reach will forever be recognized on a plaque in her memory in
the new Ladner based child development centre .” Renie D’Aquila, Executive Director, Reach Child and Youth Development Society

Reach Healthe and Safety
Committee Feature:

I am
I am an awesome/techy/boy, likes to play video games and board games with his
family and has his own computer, also likes to hang out with friends and other
family members.
I wonder if I could join the Vancouver Canucks when I get older and be their goalie.
I hear a helicopter crashing through the window.
I see a free Xbox one with everything on the street.
I want
$100000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000 to donate 3 quarters of it to charity and the rest to my trust fund.
I am an awesome/techy boy, likes to play video games and board games with his
family and has his own computer, also likes to hang out with friends and other
family members.
I pretend to think I am the Canucks being a boss at net.
I feel happy about rainbows.
I worry about my family.
I cry about the world not being at peace.
I am an awesome/techy boy, likes to play video games and board games with his
family and has his own computer, also likes to hang out with friends and other
family members.
I understand computers and friendships.
I say “if first you don’t succeed Try Try again.”
I dream about world peace.
I try to get up early for school.
I hope for world peace.
I am an awesome/techy boy, likes to play video games and board games with his
family and has his own computer, also likes to hang out with friends and other
family members.
Written by
Joel
10 years old
Student at Reach

Earthquake
Preparedness

Every year there are hundreds of small
earthquakes felt around the province,
and there are constant predictions
that the “big one” is coming.
In order to minimize the disastrous
impacts to the health and survival of
your family members, there are a few
things you can do to prepare for an
earthquake.
The first step is to create an emergency plan for your family. Strategize
ahead and find a meeting place that
is close to home, and a central place
to meet up if family members are at
school or work during the day.
It will be important to have a person
from out of town that will be designated as a main contact person in the
event of an earthquake. This person
can field calls and help keep local lines
open for emergency staff.
Create an emergency kit with upto-date
medical
supplies
(including
necessary
medications),
food and
water; enough to last up to 72 hours.
Practice earthquake drills in your
home on a regular basis. Identify
places that can be used to protect
your body during an earthquake.
For family members in wheel chairs,
make sure to lock your wheels in the
event of an earthquake.
Lastly, “HELP/OK” signs are available
to display in your home or in your
vehicle and can be picked up at your
local Emergency Management BC
office.
For further information call the EMBC
office at 1-250-952-4913, or check
out their website at www.embc@gov.
bc.ca.
By Jeanette Tromblay, Reach Health
and Safety Committee

Mark your calendars
Date & location

Name of event and description

To register

Friday and Saturday,
February 27 & 28, 2015
8:00- 4:30
Marriott Vancouver Airport
Hotel
7571 Westminster
Highway, Richmond, BC

Autism Awareness Centre’s Conference
Learn practical skills that can be immediately implemented into
existing curriculum and training programs, at home or in school.
Friday’s workshop will provide parents, teachers and other
professionals with an understanding of executive functioning and
how to help children who have weak executive skills. Saturday’s
presentation will offer parents/caregivers, educators, and other
professionals who work with individuals with social cognitive,
executive functioning, communication & emotional regulation
challenges, the glue that makes social learning stick. An overview
of the components of social regulation, explanation of what
various challenges look like, and commonly used curricula/
frameworks will be provided. Cost $300

For more information and to register
visit
http://autismawarenesscentre.com/
shop/conferences/vancouver-bcfebruary-27-28-2015/

March 4, to March 7, 2015
8:00 am to 5:00 pm
1601 Westin Bayshore,
Vancouver, BC, Canada

The 6th International Conference on Fetal Alcohol Spectrum
Disorder. Research: Results and Relevance 2015.
This conference continues to bring together experts from
multiple disciplines to share international research. From pure
science, to prevention, diagnosis and intervention across the
life span, the conference will address the implications of this
research and promote scientific/community collaboration.
It provides an opportunity to enhance understanding of the
relationships between knowledge and research and critical
actions related to FASD.
From $185 - $700 single day to full conference

Registration and information online at
http://interprofessional.ubc.ca/
FASD2015/

Saturday March 7th
9:30am - 11:30am
North Delta Recreation
Center
11415-84 Ave, Delta,
British Columbia V4C

The DeltaKids Early Years Centre presents the
Delta Developmental Screening Day.
There will be professionals there from all areas of child
development ready to answer your questions: Areas of Focus
include Speech and Language, Occupational and Physical
Development, Parenting and Behavioural Support, Infant
Development, Community resources and information tables
represented. This event is FREE to all families. Attend with your
child or children.

No registration neccessary.
For more information contact Denise
at the Early Years Centre 778-578-7840

Saturday March 28 2015
10:00am-12:00pm
Family Centred Practices
Group
210-1820 Fir Street
Vancouver, BC V6J 3B1

Helping Your Anxious Child
Anxiety can impact many aspects of a child’s life, including a
visit to the dentist or going to a birthday party. It isn’t surprising
that anxiety is now the most common mental health concern
for children and adults. Many children diagnosed with autism
experience anxiety, which can limit their ability to participate in
home and community based activities. In this workshop, Vanessa
learn how anxiety affects children diagnosed with autism and
identify strategies for helping a child overcome these tendencies,
and hear examples of how families have used these strategies
with their anxious child.

For more information and to register
visit
http://www.fcpg.ca
or
Contact Lea at
assist@fcpg.ca
(604) 736-0094

April 12th
10:00 am to 2:30 pm
Jack Poole Plaza (by the
Olympic Torch) 300-999
Canada Place, Vancouver,
BC V6C 3B5

Canucks Autism Network’s Annual Family Festival
To celebrate Autism month, join the Canucks Autism Network for
a fun family festival. There will be a fundraising walk, BBQ, and
a Family Fun Zone featuring the Vancouver Canucks, Vancouver
Canadians, Whitecaps, BC Lions and Seattle Seahawks. Free.

Learn more at canucksautism.ca

Fundraising news
Century Group Southlands Bike–in September 4th Event Benefits Reach
On September 4th, 2014 close to 700 people gathered throughout the day, 200 on
bikes, for the 2nd Annual Southlands Bike-In organized by Century Group. The fun
community event was run by volunteers and promotes sustainable transportation.
It also raised over $3,000 for Reach through donations from the local businesses
that attended selling food, drinks and goodies. Thank you Century Group as well
as all of the vendors, including the Delta Law Office and red Racer Brewing whom
donated all of the proceeds from the beer garden to Reach!

Bluesman Jim Byrnes and Rockers Raise $10,000 Rockin’ for Reach

On Saturday November 8th legendary Vancouver bluesman Jim Byrnes joined the
band Incognito and local musician Michael Stewart for the 3rd annual Rockin’ for
Reach benefit concert and dance to help raise funds for Reach’s new building project. The concert raised $10,000 , making the third year total for the event close to
$30,000. Over 250 guests packed the Kinvillage Community Centre in Ladner for the
event which was sponsored by Graph Tech Guitars, Regional Recycling, The Kinsmen
Club of Ladner Tsawwassen, Autofleet.biz and a group of other local businesses.
Thrifty Foods Tsawwassen provided refreshments for musicians and close to 20
volunteers who helped run the event. Funds were raised by a variety of fundraising
activities, including a 50/50 in which the winner donated a sizeable amount back to
Reach, and where the winning funds were matched by The Kinsmen Club of Ladner
Tsawwassen, who are partners with Reach in the building project. Thank you everyone for helping to make this once again a great success!

Reach Receives $30,000 From Langley Central Rotary Wine Fest

On January 28, 2015, The Rotary Club of Langley Central honoured Reach Child and
Youth Development Society with a $30,000 donation generated from proceeds from
their 25th Annual Wine Tasting Festival. The enormously successful Festival was
held on November 1st and was sponsored by Diamond sponsor BDO, Gold Sponsors Dawn Construction, CBM Lawyers , Mercedes-Benz and the others who also
donated time, services and products to raise $80,000 in total proceeds. Elysa Philip,
Behaviour Consultant and Program Manager of the Reach Positive Behavioural Support Program related her experience at the Wine Festival in her thank you speech:
“When I walked into the wine festival and saw all the volunteers and sponsors, I
was so moved. This is for the wonderful children and families I see and work with.
Thank you on behalf of my co-workers, the Reach Board of Directors, and from all
the children with special needs and their families .”

Thank you all for supporting Reach in 2014!

We are grateful to all of the individuals who are supporting Reach’s
Building for Children Together capital campaign through monthly giving and our
20/20 Vision plan, and one-time donations. Your generous donation make a great
difference! Please join us in the following fundraising events slated for 2015:

#3-3800 72nd Street
Delta, BC V4K 3N2
www.reachdevelopment.org
You will receive a charitable tax receipt for the full
amount of your donation

Reach for the Stars Black and White gala. Saturday April 25th at the
Coast Tsawwassen Inn. For more visit www.reachforthestarsevent.org
McHappy Day. Wednesday May 6th from 9 am to 7 pm. Ladner and
Tsawwassen McDonald’s Restaurants.

Your personal information will not be shared with other organizations

Rockin’ for Reach . November 2015. Tsawwassen

THANK YOU for your ongoing support ~
it’s crucial to our success !
To learn more about fundraising or sponsorship opportunities call Karen Horn at 604-946-6622 ext.372 or email karenh@reachchild.org

