
 

British Columbia has unveiled a revamped funding system for children and youth with 

disabilities, including those with autism, with the Province saying the goal is to make 

services “fairer, easier to access and better co-ordinated.” 

 

On February 10, 2026, the Ministry of Children and Family Development (MCFD) announced an 

overhaul of the service model for Children and Youth with Support Needs (CYSN), along 

with a budget of $475 million over the next 3 years. This means major changes to benefits 

for autistic children, but also an expanded model of support for  thousands more disabled 

children. Watch the announcement. 

 

Overall, REACH is pleased to see that issues families have asked the Ministry to address for many 

years have been embraced within this plan. In particular we are grateful to see a significant 

funding infusion and at a time of restraint and economic uncertainty. We are also happy to see 

that previously expressed family priorities including equitable and increased access to 

support encompassing more disabilities and families are being advanced within this plan. 

 

REACH also appreciates that community based programs like our child development centre will 

have increased access to therapies, behavior support, mental health support and 

navigation as these programs will increase our capacity  and enable REACH to better meet the 

needs of families. 

 

REACH is also aware that some families have concerns and we are actively working together 

with our professional organizations to help identify, and work together with the Ministry  to 

help  address identified family concerns. 

 

If you or any family member have any concerns or suggestions please take a moment to 

complete this form: REACH Family Feedback – Fill out form.  

 

REACH will collate this information and Camille Netherton, REACH Society Executive Director 

and Renie D’Aquila, REACH Charitable Foundation’s Executive Director will share families 

feedback with the BC Association for Child Development and Intervention (BCADCI), the BC 

Disability Collaborative (BCDC).   

 

Camille and Renie are members of BCACDI and BCDC and will carry REACH family CYSN plan 

feedback forward for further discussion and advancement within these organizations and 

alongside of the Ministry for Children and Families.  

 

Since 1959, REACH has offered services for all children and families and has also offered a range 

of autism specific programming. As a family centred organization, REACH is committed to 

responding to families’ needs.  

 

However, REACH is also interested in seeking feedback from families regarding specific 

services, support and education that will help families who chose to access community based 

https://www.youtube.com/live/8W9Y391GiTM
https://forms.office.com/r/5ZFuhqzPRD


 

services like ours and we have included a question on this survey to help REACH with its 

planning. 

 

Here's an excellent summary of the announcement prepared by Autism BC: 

 

New Benefit, Supplement, and Community-Based Services Commitment   

Here is a simplified breakdown of the new services: 

The BC Children and Youth Disability Benefit   

• Direct funding for families of children and youth with high, ongoing support needs.  

• Qualification is based on support needs, not on income.  

• The base level is $6,500/year.  

• The higher level is $17,000/year.  

• Some children will qualify based on diagnosis alone.  

• Others will qualify based on a functional assessment.  

 

The BC Children and Youth Disability Supplement  

• A monthly supplement for middle and low-income families.  

• Qualification is based on household income and eligibility for the Federal Disability Tax 

Credit (DTC).   

• Recipients of the DTC are automatically applied for this supplement.   

• Maximum benefit is $6,000/year, paid monthly.  

• Benefit decreases as income increases.  

 

Expansion of Community-Based Services  

• Expanded services to help children at home, at school, and in community.  

• Services will include more free or low-cost, local supports.  

• Aims to reduce travel time and wait periods.  

• Includes:   

o Behavioural and mental health supports   

o Service navigation support   

o Children and youth programming  

o Pediatric therapies  

• Services will be delivered through community agencies, such as child 

development centres.  

  

Transition from Autism Funding Unit, School Aged Extended Therapies, and At-

Home Program  

The above benefits will replace The Autism Funding Unit (AFU), School Aged Extended Therapies 

(SAET), and At Home Program (AHP). Support and guidance through transitions and applications 

will be available from CYSN workers, the Autism Funding team, and Autism Information Services 

(AIS).   

 

Below is some information about the transitions. 

 



 

At Home Program to The BC Children and Youth Disability Benefit  

• Children accessing AHP will be the first to transition to the new benefit.  

• Health and medical supports will stay the same.  

• Access to medical supplies and equipment will not change.  

• Families will be contacted beginning April 2026.  

 

Autism Funding to The BC Children and Youth Disability Benefit  

• Children accessing AFU will be the second group to transition to the new benefit.  

• New families will continue to be enrolled in AFU until March 1, 2027.  

• Families will be transitioned to the new benefit between March 2026 and March 2027.  

• AFU will accept invoices through March 31, 2027.  

• The transition is expected to be complete in April 2027.  

 

Timeline of Expansion of Community Based Services  

• Spring 2026: expansion of early intervention therapies.  

• Summer 2027: continued expanded behaviour and mental health supports.  

• Winter 2027: expanded navigation and family support.  

• Spring 2028: expanded programming for children and teens.  

 

Additional Information and Perspectives  

Educator and advocate Shelley Moore’s video: 

https://www.facebook.com/reel/2692913224416917 and the link to her petition Protect equity 

petition 

 

More information is available in this Guide for Current Service Recipients.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/reel/2692913224416917
https://www.change.org/p/protect-equity-in-bc-s-shift-to-needs-based-child-disability-funding?recruiter=149202790&recruited_by_id=16303942-5c9b-48bc-8416-07df1a62a24f&utm_source=share_petition&utm_campaign=petition_dashboard&utm_medium=copylink&share_id=NmC4Nn7f5Z
https://www.change.org/p/protect-equity-in-bc-s-shift-to-needs-based-child-disability-funding?recruiter=149202790&recruited_by_id=16303942-5c9b-48bc-8416-07df1a62a24f&utm_source=share_petition&utm_campaign=petition_dashboard&utm_medium=copylink&share_id=NmC4Nn7f5Z
https://www.autismbc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/CYSN_CurrentServiceRecipientsGuide_v3.pdf

